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Nuuchahnulth expert mood guide1, 2 

This guide lists every known Westcoast mood, and most of the mood endings of Nuuchahnulth (N). It offers little 
explanation, assuming an advanced understanding of mood. Learners are advised to learn the group-one (core) moods 
first (REAL or STRG, QUES, CMMD, ARTL), then group-two moods (NEUT, HRSY, DEFN, WEAK), and then all other moods. 
Beginners should start with the Nuuchahnulth beginner’s mood guide. For further explanation of the framework, sources, 
and abbreviations used here, see my papers Westcoast (South Wakashan) mood systems, and Dialect codes for Westcoast 
(South Wakashan) languages. For an overview of Westcoast moods, see the end of this guide. 

1. NEUT      ‘that’    2. REAL  3. STRG 
BHM  AL  IQ  B  CTQ  B  BC 

=siˑ  =saˑ  —  ʔanis  ʔins ⁽⁺⁾  =(m)aˑḥ  =s(iˑš) 
=suˑk  =suːk  —  ʔanik  ʔink ⁽⁺⁾  =(m)eˑʔic  =ʔiˑck 
=∅  =∅  =∅  ʔani  ʔin  =maˑ  =ʔiˑš 
=niˑ  =naˑ  —  ʔanin  —  =(m)in  =niˑš 
=suː  =suː  —  ʔanisuu  ʔinsuu ⁽⁺⁾  =(m)eˑʔicuː  =ʔiˑcuːš 
=ʔał  =ʔał  =ʔał  ʔani  ʔin  =maˑʔał  =ʔiˑšʔał 
 
    4. HRSY        5. GSSG 

T  Q  B  C  T  Q  B 
=s(iˑš)  =siˑš, =s  =weˑʔisi ⁽⁺⁾  =waˑʔic ̌a̓s ⁽⁺⁾  =waˑʔis ⁽⁺⁾  =waˑʔsš *  =qaˑcsa 
=ʔiˑc  =ʔiˑc  =weˑʔincuk  =waˑʔick  =waˑʔic  =waˑʔc  =qaˑčka 
=ʔiˑš  =ʔiˑš  =weˑʔin  =waˑʔiš  =waˑʔiš  =waˑʔš  =qaˑc ̌a̓ 
=niˑš  =niˑš  =weˑʔinni  =waˑʔičin  =waˑniš  =waˑʔinš  =qaˑc ̌i̓n 
=ʔiˑcuːš  =ʔiˑcuːš  =weˑʔincuː  =waˑʔicuːš  =waˑʔicuːš  =waˑʔcuːš  =qaˑcsuː(wa) 
=ʔiˑšʔał  =ʔiˑtaʔłš  =weˑʔinʔał  =waˑʔišʔał  =waˑʔišʔał  =waˑʔtaʔłš  =qaˑc ̌a̓ʔał 
 

                                                 
1 (CC BY 4.0) 2020–2022 Adam Werle. Somass Valley Language Circle ms. 
2 These data come from many sources, but I particularly acknowledge my elders čiiʔiłumqa Fidelia Haiyupis, saakʷisƛ Hilda Hanson, tupaat Julia 
Lucas, kaamatḥ Levi Martin, and ʔamaawatuʔa Bob Mundy for checking and correcting them. For my other sources, see Westcoast mood systems. 
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      6. MIRV1      MIRV2 

C  T  Q  B  CT  Q  B 
=qaˑcsa *  =qaˑca̓  =qaˑc(̓a)  =(c)saˑʕaš  =caˑʕaš  *  =ča̓ˑsiš 
=qaˑčka  =qaˑčka  =qaˑčk(a)  =čkaˑʕaš  =čkaˑʕaš  =čkaˑʕš  =ča̓ˑkš 
=qaˑc ̌a̓  =qaˑc ̌a̓  =qaˑc ̌(̓a)  =ča̓ˑʕaš  =ča̓ˑʕaš  =ča̓ˑʕš  =ča̓ˑš 
=qaˑc ̌i̓na  =qaˑc ̌i̓na *  =qaˑc ̌i̓n(a)  =ča̓ˑnaʕaš  =ča̓ˑnaʕaš  *  =cǐns ̌̓  
=qaˑcsuːwa *  =qaˑcu̓u  =qaˑcu̓u  =csuː(wa)ʕaš  =cuːwaʕaš *  *  =ča̓ˑsuːš 
=qaˑc ̌a̓ʔał  =qaˑc ̌a̓ʔał  =qaˑc ̌a̓ʔł  =ča̓ˑʕašʔał  =ča̓ˑʕašʔał  *  =ča̓ˑšʔał 
 
8. QUES      QUES+HRSY  17. EMBD  19. DEFN   

B  CT  Q  BCT  B  B  LA 
=ḥaˑs  =ḥs  =ḥaˑs  =ḥaˑcs ⁽⁺⁾  —  =qaˑs  =qs 
=ḥaˑk  =k  =ḥaˑk, =k  =ḥaˑčk ⁽⁺⁾  =ḥsuˑk  =ʔiˑtqak  =ʔiˑtk 
=ḥaˑ  =ḥ  =ḥaˑ  =ḥaˑč  =qaˑ  =ʔiˑtq  =ʔiˑtq 
=ḥin  =ḥin  =ḥin  =ḥaˑčin ⁽⁺⁾  —  =qin  =qin 
=ḥaˑsuː  =ḥsuː  =ḥaˑsuː  =ḥaˑcsuː ⁽⁺⁾  =ḥsuː  =ʔiˑtqsuː  =ʔiˑtqsuː 
=ḥaˑʔał  =ḥʔał  =ḥaˑʔł  =ḥaˑčʔał  =qaˑʔał  =ʔiˑtqʔał  =ʔiˑtqʔał 
 
    20. ARTL  21. ARTH  23. WEAK     

HT  Q  BCT  BCT  BCM  I  Q 
=qs  =qaˑs  =ʔiˑ  =ča̓ˑ ⁽⁺⁾  =(y)iːs   =(y)iˑs  =(y)iːs 
=ʔiˑk  =ʔiˑtk  =ʔiˑʔał  =ča̓ˑʔał ⁽⁺⁾  =(y)iːk  =(y)iˑk  =(y)iːk 
=ʔiˑq  =ʔiˑtq  Q  Q  =(y)iː  =(y)iˑ  =(y)iː 
=qin  =qin  =ʔiˑ  =ča̓ˑ  =(y)in  =(y)in  =(y)in 
=ʔiˑqsuː  =ʔiˑtqsuː  =ʔał  =ča̓ʔł *  =(y)iːsuː  =(y)iˑsuː  =(y)iːsuː 
=ʔiˑqʔał  =ʔiˑtqaʔł      =(y)iːʔał  =(y)iˑʔał  =(y)eːł 
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WEAK+HRSY  24. PSSB      PSSB+HRSY  25. PURP1   

BCT  BCM  I  Q  BCT  B  C 
=(y)iːcs ⁽⁺⁾  =quːs  =quˑs  =quːs  =quːcs ⁽⁺⁾  =!aːḥ(sa) ⁽⁺⁾  =!aːḥs 
=(y)iːčk ⁽⁺⁾  =quːk  =quˑk  =quːk  =quːčk ⁽⁺⁾  =!eːʔic(a) ⁽⁺⁾  =!aːʔick 
=(y)iːč  =quː  =quˑ  =quː  =quːč  =!eːʔit(a) ⁽⁺⁾  =!aːʔit 
=(y)iːčin ⁽⁺⁾  =qun, =qʷin  =qun  =qun  =quːčin ⁽⁺⁾  =!aːni  =!aːni 
=(y)iːcsuː ⁽⁺⁾  =quːsuː  =quˑsuː  =quːsuː  =quːcsuː ⁽⁺⁾  =!eːʔicuː ⁽⁺⁾  =!aːʔicuː 
=(y)iːčʔał  =quːʔał  =quˑʔał  =qoːł  =quːčʔał  —  — 
 
    PURP2      26. UNKN   

I  Q  BC  I  Q  BC  Q 
=!aˑḥs  =!aːḥs  =!aːḥiːs  =!aˑḥiˑs  =!aːḥiːs  =(w)uːsis  =wuːsiːs 
=!aˑʔic  =!aːc  =!aːḥiːk  =!aˑḥiˑk  =!aːḥiːk  =(w)uːsik  =wuːsiːk 
=!aˑʔit, =!aˑti  =!aːt  =!aːḥiː  =!aˑḥiˑ  =!aːḥiː  =(w)uːsi  =wuːsiː 
=!aˑni  =!aːn  =!aːḥin  =!aˑḥin  =!aːḥin  =(w)uːsin  =wuːsin 
=!aˑʔicuː  =!aːcuː  =!aːḥiːsuː  =!aˑḥiˑsuː  =!aːḥiːsuː  =(w)uːsisuː  =wuːsiːsuː 
=!aˑʔitʔał  =!aːtaʔł  =!aːḥiːʔał  =!aˑḥiˑʔał  =!aːḥaːł  =(w)uːsiʔał  =wuːseːł * 
 
12. CMMD               

BCT  Q 
=!iˑ  =!iˑs  =!in  =!iˑʔał  =!iˑ  =!iˑs ⁽⁺⁾  =!in  =!aˑʔł 
=!iˑč  =!iˑčas ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčin ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčʔał  =!iˑč  —  =!iˑčin ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčaʔł 
=!in  —  —  =!inʔał  =!in  —  —  =!inł * 
 
13. CMGO      14. CMCM       

B  CTQ  BCT 
=čiˑ  =čiˑ    =!iˑk ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑsak ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑnak ⁽⁺⁾  — 
=csuː, =čaˑsuː ⁽⁺⁾  =cuː ⁽⁺⁾    =!iˑčak ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčasak ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčink ⁽⁺⁾  — 
—  —    =!iˑnak ⁽⁺⁾  —  —  — 
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        15. CMFU       

Q  B 
—  —  —  —  =!im  =!iˑsim  =!iˑnim ⁽⁺⁾  =!imʔał ⁽⁺⁾ 

=čk  —  —  —  =!iˑčim  =!iˑčasim ⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčanim⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčimʔał ⁽⁺⁾ 
—  —  —  —  =!iˑnim ⁽⁺⁾  —  —  =!iˑnimʔał ⁽⁺⁾ 

 
CT  Q 

=!um  =!iˑsum  =!iˑnum ⁽⁺⁾  =!umʔał  =!im  =!iˑsim ⁽⁺⁾  *  * 
=!iˑčum  =!iˑčasum⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčanim⁽⁺⁾  =!iˑčumʔał  =!iˑčim  *  *  * 
=!iˑnum ⁽⁺⁾  —  —  =!iˑnumʔał ⁽⁺⁾  *  —  —  * 

Following is a comprehensive list of every Westcoast mood, including those that are found only in Ditidaht (D) or Makah 
(M). For each mood is listed its number, its practical name, a representative form, and an English paraphrase. 

1. neutral N =∅ (no claim) 
2. real N =maˑ (fact) 
3. strong N =ʔiˑš (fact) 
4. hearsay N =weˑʔin ‘I hear’ 
5. guessing N =qaˑc ̌a̓ ‘I gather’ 
6. mirative N =ča̓ˑʕaš ‘oh look’ 
7. wishing M =qeyča̓ːk ‘if only’ 
8. question N =ḥaˑ (question) 
9. yes-no question D =(q)aː ‘is it that’ 
10. info question D =(q)iː ‘who, what…’ 
11. hearsay question N =ḥaˑč ‘do they say’ 
12. command N =!iˑ ‘do’ 
13. go command N =čiˑ ‘go do’  

14. come command N =!iˑk ‘come do’ 
15. future command N =!im ‘do in future’ 
16. habitual command D =eːyčiƛ̓ ‘do always’ 
17. embedded N =qaˑ (fact, reason) 
18. embedded hearsay D =xʔ̣iy (claim, reason) 
19. definite N =ʔiˑtq ‘that, which…’ 
20. article N =ʔiˑ ‘the’ 
21. hearsay article N =ča̓ˑ ‘the’ (I hear) 
22. possessive article M =!uːc ‘belonging to’ 
23. weak N =(y)iː (no claim) 
24. possible N =quː ‘if, when, would’ 
25. purposive N =!aːʔit ‘for, so that’ 
26. unknown N =(w)uːsi (doubtful)  

 


