Kyuquot-Checleseht

Greetings

greetings

Conversation

A Sahyitk.

A wiiksahk.

A ?aaqink.

B Sahyits. / Sahyitiis.

B wiikSahs. / wiikSahayiis.
A ?2uuqumbhbh.

B haa, 2uuqumha?s.

B ?aani?$ q“aa.

B wik, wiigsiis.

A ?aaqinpk.

B mamuuks.

B naacuuhs pikcasc¢ack.

B 2uci¢Awitss wiwekam.

B wiikSahps.

Words

haa yes

wik not, no
Sahyit okay
wiikSah(a) okay

q“aa how
?aaqin how
?aaqginp do what
?2uuqumbh(a) nice, calm weather
wiigsii ugly, stormy weather
naacuuh watch
Advanced

Are you okay?
Are you okay?
How are you?
I’'m okay.
I’'m okay.

Is it nice weather?
Yes, it’s nice weather.
It sure is.

No, it’s ugly weather.

What are you doing?

I’'m working.

I’'m watching TV.

I’'m going to go to Campbell River.
I’'m doing nothing.

pik&asc¢alk television

mamuuk work

wikstup nothing

wiikSahp doing nothing
huupsitas Houpsitas, Kyuquot
uuAaqc Oclucje

?iihats Ehatis, Zeballos
wiwekam Campbell River
¢uumutSaas Port Alberni
mituuni Victoria

A complete sentence in Nuu-chah-nulth usually requires a mood ending on the first
word of the sentence. A mood ending indicates the mood and subject of the sentence.
The subject is who the sentence is about. The mood is what the speaker is trying to
accomplish, such as making a statement or asking a question.
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subject strong mood weak mood  question mood
I =si'§, =s =(y)is =has, =hs
you =?ic, =ic, =?¢, =c =(y)ik =hak, =k
he, she, it =1?i's, =i, =128, =§ = (y)i: =ha’, =h
we =ni'$ =(y)in =hin

A vowel with a single dot (i*) is a weak long vowel, and a vowel with a double dot (i) is
a strong long vowel. A letter in parentheses—as in = (y)i:s—only appears with certain
stems and endings. These patterns are discussed in detail in later lessons.

The strong mood endings are used to make statements.

(2)

Sahyit=s. I’'m okay.

mamuuk =s. I’'m working.
?uuqumha = ?5. The weather’s nice.
?apciik =ic. You're saying it right.

The question mood endings are used to ask questions.

(3)

Sahyit=Kk. Are you okay?
?aaqinp =k. What are you doing?
2uuqumh=h. Is it nice weather?
?apciik =hs. Am [ saying it right?

The weak mood endings are used both for statements and for questions.

(4) Sahyit=iis. I’'m okay.
hayimha =yiis yaq =ii. I don’t know who he is.
¢imqAsii$ ?in Sahyit =iik. I’'m glad that you’re okay.
¢aa q“aarap =iik. (I wonder) what you’re doing?
Exercises
1. Awareness. Practise the conversations from the beginning of this lesson. Find the

mood endings in these sentences, and say what mood and subject they indicate.

Conversation. With a partner, make short conversations consisting of a question and
an answer, by adding the endings =k and =s to these words and phrases.

Sahyit mamuuk uci¢Awits 2uuiaqé
wiiksah naacuuh pik¢asc¢ack uci¢Awits ?iihats
wiikSahp naacuuh Canucks ?aaqginp
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Weather

Conversation

A ?aaqinh naas?ii. How’s the day?

A ?aaqinh Aaa?aas. How is it outside?

B Aupaas. It’s hot.

B miAaas. It’s raining.

B ?uuqumbha?s. It’s calm weather.

B wiigsiis. It’s ugly weather.

A mataah. Is it cold weather?

B haa, malaas. Yes, it’s cold.

B wik?ii$ mataa. Aupaas. It isn’t cold. It’s warm!

A ?ucqakh. Is it foggy?

B haa, ?ucqakis. Yes, it’s foggy.

B wik?ii$ 2ucqak. liwahya?s. It isn’t foggy. It’s cloudy.

Words

naas day, Creator yu?i windy

?aaqin how ?ucqak foggy

Aaa?aas outdoors miAaa raining

mataa cold weather k"isaa snowing

Aupaa hot weather ?2uuqumh(a) nice, calm weather

Aupin sunny wiigsii ugly, stormy weather

liwahya cloudy uu?uugk” nice surroundings

liwahk cloudy wiiwiigk" ugly surroundings

Advanced

The word riaas can mean ‘day, weather, nature’, or ‘Creator, Mother Earth’.

The weather is an it, so sentences about the weather use the mood endings for ‘he, she,
it’. Use =ha’ to ask about the weather, and = ?is to make statements about it.

(1) malaa=h. Is it cold weather? ?2uéqak =h. Is it foggy?
matlaa =3. It’s cold. ?2uéqak =is. It’s foggy.
wik = ?ii$ malaa. It isn’t cold. wik = ?ii§ ?ucqak. It isn’t foggy.

The endings =ha' and = ?i'S contain weak long vowels (V'), which are sometimes long,
and sometimes short. Weak long vowels are long only when they appear in one of the
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first two syllables of a word. That is, they are long only after a one-syllable stem. After
longer stems, they are short, or disappear entirely.

The mood ending in a Nuu-chah-nulth sentence goes on the first word of the predicate,
which is usually the first word of the sentence.

(2) yuti=h Is it windy? yu?i=71s. It’s windy.
wik = haa yu?i. Isn’t it windy? wik = ?ii§ yu?i. It isn’t windy.
?iih =haa yu?i. Is it very windy? ?iih = ?2ii$ yu?i. It’s very windy.

The following table shows how to form a question and a statement with each weather
word from this lesson. Notice that the ending =?i§ is pronounced in several different
ways (= 2iis, =i, =25, =$), depending on its stem.

3) stem question statement
cold matlaa mataa=h. mataa =Ss.
hot Aupaa Aupaa =h. Aupaa=3§.
sunny Aupin Aupin=h. Aupin =$.
cloudy liwahya liwahya=h. liwahya=1s.
raining miAaa miAaa=Hh. miAaa=Ss.
snowing  k“isaa k“isaa=h. k“isaa=3.
windy yu?i yu?i=h. yu?i=71s.
foggy ?ucqak ?uéqak=h. ?ucéqak =is.
calm 2uuqumh(a) 2uuqumh=h. ?2uuqumha = 78.
stormy wiigsii wiigsii=h. wiigsii=S§.
nice 2uu?uugk® uu?uugk=h. 2uu?uugk” =is.
not nice wiiwiigk™ wiiwiigk=h. wiiwiigk" =i8.

Many words contain hidden vowels, which are pronounced only with certain endings.
The word ?uuqumh(a) contains a hidden vowel, which appears in Puuqumha= 2s.

Roots, stems, and predicates are important concepts in word-building, while an
understanding of weak long vowels and hidden vowels is important to learning
accurate pronunciation. We will learn more about these concepts in later lessons.

Exercises

1. Word-building. For each weather word, say the word, a question based on it (with
=ha), a positive statement (with =?2i%), and a negative statement (with wik?iis).

2. Conversation. Discuss the weather with a partner. For each weather word, one
partner asks a question with =h, and the other answers with = ?i's.
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Conversation

A ?aqaaqh ?ahkuu.
A ?aqicth ?ahnii.

B qicyikis.

B ?uktaas gicyik.

B hayimhs.

A ?a?aqooth?int ___ ciiqcigsas.
B waaniis?int __ .

A ?agafAh naas.

B nupciitaAis.

A ?u?umhhs nagsiA.
A ?2u?umhhs 2uci¢A Surulhi.
B ?2u?umhacc.

B wimaagAic.

A ?apciikhs.

B ?apciikic.

B wikciikic.

A Rwaé?iihs.

B k" ac?riic.

B ?aani?c.

Words

qicyik pen, pencil

nacatyik book

tiipin

table

qiicsa¢im  desk

Ciiya

chair

?2u?umh(a) can
wimaagA.  cannot
c¢amaht(a) right, correct, proper

k™a&?ii right, correct, proper
?apciik say correctly
wikciik say incorrectly

Kyuquot-Checleseht

Classroom talk

What'’s this?
What’s that called?
It’s a pen.

It’s called a pen.

I don’t know.

How do you say ___ in Nuu-chah-nulth?
Wesay __.

What day is it?
It’s Monday.

Can I get a drink?

Can I go to the washroom?
You can.

You can’t.

Am I saying it right?
You’re saying it right.
You're not saying it right.

Am I right?
You're right.
You're right on.

?aani really
?aqaaq what
?araquu say what
?aqi¢t(a)  called what

?uklaa called, named
?ahkuu this
?ahnii that (near you)

haa?ah that

huu?rah that (far away)

=ha- he, she, it (question)
=?i's he, she, it (statement)
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Classroom songs

?a ?aa ce ¢e ¢a ée ha ha

2i ?ii ka ke k"a k“e ta Aa Ra
ma ma na na pa pe qa q“a

si &i te fe ?2u ?uu wa wa

xa xa x"e x"e ye ye fe ?a

2e ?ee 20 200—Aaakoo ?um?aa.
huhtikSa?Anaas uu?uuk“a?ath.
yuuq“aac naa namatSA huwaa.
?a ?aa ce ¢e ¢a ée—huwaa.

siyaasic Aupin

siyaasic Aupin, ?anaakiis Aupin.
¢imgAapic sii¢il, Aiwahya?Aquu.

wiiyayiik huhtik q¥aa?akiis yaa?ak.

wikii kap$iA siyaasi Aupin.
huksaa

cawaak, ?aAa, qac¢a, muu,

suéa 2uh?id nupu, ?aApu, 2aiak"l,
cawak™ ?uh?iis$ hayu.

?ahkuus suéa. 2ahkuus hayu.

naasminhi

nupciit, 2aA.¢iit, qaccact, muudiit,
sucact, nupuct, aipuct, 2aipuct.
?aApu?s naasminhi.

nupuctaiis, nupuctaiis
Aah naas?ii, Aah naas?ii.
suéactint ?arhinti.
?aApuctagA 2amiiAi.
hawaaAni$ ?uugmisit.

Exercises

Kyuquot-Checleseht

... Thank you, Mom.

We have learned to speak Nuu-chah-nulth.
Now you all try it too!

Saying...

You Are My Sunshine

You are my sunshine, my only sunshine.
You make me happy when skies are grey.
You never know, dear, how much I love you.
Oh please don’t take my sunshine away.

The Counting Song

One, two, three, four,
five and six, seven, eight,
nine and ten.

This is five. This is ten.

The Days of the Week

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday—seven days.
The week has seven days.

Today is Saturday, today is Saturday
all day long, all day long.

Yesterday was Friday.

Tomorrow will be Sunday.

Now we’re done having fun.

1. Word-building. Build a sentence for each day of the week. Start with a number,
then add —¢it, then add =!aA = ?i'S to make a complete sentence.
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Introductions

Conversation

A ?acaqtk.
B ?uktaas Sally.
B ?uklaayiis Sally.

?acaqth haa?ah ¢akupi.
?uktaas David.
hayimhs yagtaayii.

oo Blwe e 2

waastithk.
waastagspk.
histiths &iiqAisath.
qaayuukths.

=W >

Introducing oneself

naraathic!

?uklaas AiisAiisa?apt.

?uklaayiisia? Adam, mamalna Timtii.

histiths paastinth.

?2uhuks ?um?iigs Elspeth.

?uhuks nuwiigs Kent.

?2uhukints nananaqgs Anita, Edward,
Helen, ?uh?ii$ Ralph.

¢imqgAsii§ ?in 2uk“inkiis siihit huuhtiksiih

ciigcigsas.
Aaakoo ?in na?aathiisuu siicit.
¢uuc.

Words

quu?assas Timtii traditional name
mamatna fimtii English name

ciigcigsas speak Nuu-chah-nulth
maamaalnaq speak English

?acaaq, ?ac- who

?acaqgt(a) named what (person)
?uklaa called, named

What’s your name?
My name is Sally.
My name is Sally.

What’s that man’s name?
His name is David.
I don’t know his name.

What tribe are you from?

What tribe are you from? (to a female)
I’m Checleseht.

I’'m Kyuquot.

Listen, you all!

My name is AdisAiisa?apt.

I am also called Adam in English.

I’'m American.

My mother is Elspeth.

My father is Kent.

My grandparents were Anita, Edward,
Helen, and Ralph.

I’'m happy to be learning Nuu-chah-nulth

with you all.
Thank you all for listening to me.
That’s all.

—(Otar, —kia- called, named
histith from tribe

histagsp from tribe (female)
—lath from tribe

-lagsp from tribe (female)
=Aa? and, also, too
=7?ak, =uk (possessive ending)



introductions Kyuquot-Checleseht

Advanced

The ending —!/ath is used in the names of tribes.

(D nuucantath Nuu-chah-nulth Aartuuk“arth Tla-o-qui-aht
éiiq%.isath Checleseht yuuturtath Ucluelet
qaayuukth Kyuquot tuk™aath Toquaht
nucaaAath Nuchatlaht huucuqgAsath Uchucklesaht
?iihatsath Ehattesaht ¢iSaath Tseshaht
¢inixintath Chinehkint huupaésath Hupacasath
muwaéth Mowachaht huufeeth Huu-ay-aht
hisk“eeth Hesquiaht niitiina?th Ditidaht
gitcma?th Kelsemaht paaciina?th Pacheedaht
faahuusath Ahousaht q“inis¢a?th Makah

The endings —!ath and —!aqgsp are hardening endings (signified by /).

(2) qaayuuk Easy Inlet muwic deer
qaayuukth Kyuquot person muwacth Mowachaht person
qaayuuk“aqsp Kyuquot female muwacaqgsp Mowachaht female

Use ?uhuk plus a relationship word (like Pum?iigsu, riuwiigsu), to describe how you are
related to others. ?uhuk is the root ?uh ‘be’, plus the possessive ending =uk. You can
also add the possessive endings = ?ak, =uk directly to relationship words.

3) ?2uhuks 2um?iigs Elspeth. My mother is Elspeth.

?um?iigsks Elspeth. My mother is Elspeth.
?uhuks tuué¢muup Jane. Jane is my sister.
huuémuupk®s Jane. Jane is my sister.

When discussing deceased people, it is proper to use the past tense =int, =nit.

(€)) ?uhuk“ints 2um?iigs Esther. My late mother was Esther.
nuwiigskints Joseph. My late father was Joseph.
Exercises

1. Word-building. For each Nuu-cha-nulth tribe name, say its stem (example: éigiis),
its general form (with —!ath), and its female form (with —!agsp).

2. Conversation. Discuss what tribes you and others belong to. Ask with waastith,
waastagsp plus =k, and answer with histith, histagsp plus =s, = ?icc, = ?i'S, = ni’s.
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Simple sentences

Conversation

A ?aaqinph ?awatin. What is the eagle doing?

B mataa$ ?awatin. The eagle is flying.

B hayimhayiis q“aa?apii. I don’t know what it’s doing.
A ?aaqinph. What is he, she, it doing?

B kamitqgk"i§ haak“aaAi. The girl is running.

B susaa$ suuhaa. The spring salmon is swimming.
B capaaki$ cakupi. The man is going by canoe.
B Aatwaas tuucma?. The woman is paddling.

B wa?icis nayaqki. The baby is sleeping.

A ?aaqinh. How is he, she, it?

B pusaakis haawitAi. The young man is tired.

B pufat?ata?s nayaqki. The baby is sleepy.
Advanced

A complete sentence is based on a predicate, which is the event that the sentence is
about. A sentence might also contain participants, or the things involved in that event.

sentence predicate participants

(1)  She slept. slept she
(2) Jen ate a cookie. ate (a cookie) Jen, cookie
3 The bear is sniffing the box. is sniffing (the box) bear, box

In Nuu-chah-nulth, the first thing in a sentence is usually the predicate. In English, the
first thing is usually the subject, which is the most important participant.

4 sayaas$ ¢a?raki. The island is far away.
(5) Tapk“aas tuucma? haawilAi. The woman is hugging the boy.

In Nuu-chah-nulth, a predicate can be a verb (‘sleep’), noun (‘bear’), adjective (‘bad’),
or other kind of word. In English, a predicate has to include a verb.

(6) wavri¢i§ nayaqgki. The baby is sleeping.

(7 ¢ims?iiS huu?ah. That is a bear (over there).
(8) ¢iishii?$ haa?ah finiiAi. That is a bad dog.

9 hitingsaA.i§ nanisk. Grandma is at the beach.
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The strong mood ending = ?i'§ indicates that the main participant is ‘he’, ‘she’, or ‘it’. It
can be pronounced = 7?iis, =i, =25, or =$, depending on the shape of its stem.

(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)

stem

suu

has
?2ucqak
¢apaak
mataa
Aihaa
Aupin
2u?usim

sentence

suu?iis. He’s holding it.

has?ii$ tana?si. That kid is loud!

?udqakis. It’s foggy

¢apaakis ¢akupi. The man is going by canoe.
mataas. It’s cold weather.

Aihaa$ &apici. The canoe is going.
Aupins. It’s sunny.

?u?usims. He wants some.

The ending = ?i* means ‘the’. It is pronounced = ?ii, =i, =2, or not at all, depending on

its stem.

stem
(18) ¢ims
(19) naas
(20) c¢akup
21 haak“aaA.
(22) luucma
(23) mahtii
(24) ha?um
(25) Pawatin
Exercises

the...
¢ims?ii
naas?ii
¢akupi
haak*“aaAi
huucma?
mahtii
ha?um
?Pawatin

the bear

the day

the man

the young woman
the woman

the house

the food

the eagle

1. Word-building. For every noun in the Conversation section, say the noun alone,
with =2?i", and with = ?i'§. Translate into English.

>

nayagk ‘baby’ / nayagki ‘the baby’ / nayaqkis. ‘It’s a baby.’

2. Word-building. Use action word flashcards, or the Grandma and Me book. Say every
action word alone, with = ?i's, and with =ni's. Translate.

>

wa?ic ‘sleep’ / wa?icis. ‘She is sleeping.” / wa?i¢nis. ‘We are sleeping.’

3. Conversation. With a partner, make short questions and answers about what people,
animals, and things are doing in pictures.

>

?aaqinph ¢ikéiki. ‘What is the car doing?’. / Aihaas ¢ikéiki. “The car is going.’
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