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Unit 25. Locatives: ‘at’, ‘on’, ‘in’ 

1. Overview 

In this unit, learners will work towards mastering the following skills. 

• to use appropriate words for ‘at’, ‘on’, ‘in’ 
• to understand locative expressions through prototype analysis 
• endings: –°ił, –!as, –°is, –!aˑʔa, –aˑs, –(ʔ)aˑł, –cu̓ˑ, –!aqƛ, –!aḥs, L–sit 

2. Some important locative suffixes 

We will learn about the following locative suffixes. 

 forms meaning examples 

• –°ił, –piƛ, –pitap indoors (iz.) hitiił, hiił 
• –!as, –!iˑƛ, –!iˑtap outdoors (oz.) hitaas, hiʔiis 
• –°is, –saƛ, –san̓ap, –sinap at the beach (bz.) hitinqis, hiis 
• –!aˑʔa, –!uˑƛ, –!uˑp on the rocks (rz.) hitaaʔa, hiya̓aʔa 
• –aˑs, –aˑsiƛ, –aˑsip on (platform) hinaas, hiłaas 
• –(ʔ)aˑł, –(ʔ)ałačiƛ, –(ʔ)ałaya̓p, –(ʔ)ałaʔap on (screen) hinaał, hiłaał 
• –cu̓ˑ, –ci̓nuƛ, –ci̓nap in (container) hitacu̓, hiłcu̓u 
• –!aqƛ, –!aqstuƛ, –!aqstup in (body) hitaqƛ, hiya̓qƛ 
• –!aḥs, –!aḥsiƛ, –!aḥsip, –qs, –qsiƛ, –qsip in (vessel) hitaqs, hiya̓ḥs 
• L–sit, L–situƛ, L–situp in (liquid) hiiłsit 

3. Exercises 

Exercise 1. Identify the suffixes in the following words. 

• ʔustʔił, ʔustʔas, ʔustis 
• k̓uupił, k̓ʷiinapił, k̓ʷiitxạpił 
• ʔinkʷił, ʔink̓ʷas, ʔinkʷis, ʔink̓ʷaḥs, ʔinkcu̓u 
• ti̓ʕas, ti̓qʷił, ti̓qpiƛ, ti̓qʷis, ti̓qʷaas 
• ƛakiił, ta̓aqyiił 
• niis, niisip, c ̌a̓maas, c ̌a̓m̓aqƛ, c ̌a̓m̓aqstup 
• qicaał, qicałaya̓p, ƛiisał, ƛiisałaʔap 
• ƛ̓upaał, m̓ałaał 
• ƛ̓upmiił, m̓ałmiił 
• ƛ̓um̓aḥs, m̓ałʔaḥs 
• kuḥsaap, m̓ušsaap, kuḥiqs, m̓ušiqs 
• kuw̓as, kuw̓iitap, m̓ušʔas, m̓ušʔiitap, maƛ̓as, maƛ̓iitap 
• mataas, ƛ̓amaas 
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• pikčascu̓(ya̓k), nuukcu̓u, 
• čamascu̓, čamaya̓qƛ 
• ḥačw̓aḥs, ƛ̓axạas, ƛ̓atxʕ̣aḥs 
• cu̓cu̓mya̓ḥs, cu̓cu̓qs 
• tasaał, tasałaya̓p, tasałaʔap 
• tuupksit, saačksit, m̓iisksit, čaamassit, ʔooyinčassit 
• ca̓xšiƛ, ca̓w̓aqƛ, ca̓w̓aqstuƛ 

Exercise 2. Translate these sentences into Nuuchahnulth. 

Where’s Tom? 
He’s at the hall. (hišimłuwił, hišimyiły̓ak) 
He’s at Long Beach. (ca̓qaa) 
He’s at Opitsaht. (hupica̓tḥ) 
Josh is sitting on a chair. (ti̓qʷaas) 
Dawn is sitting on the floor. (ti̓qʷił, ti̓ʕaqƛił) 
The book is on the shelf. (hiłaas, łuupi, puuksacu̓m) 
The calendar is on the wall. (hiiłsaam̓aqƛi, k̓uupił, k̓ʷiinapił, k̓ʷiitx̣apił) 
The dish is on the table. (hiłaas, tiipin) 
What’s on the shawl? (ʔaqaał, hułʔin, niišaana) 
It has a hummingbird on it. (ʔuʔał, saasin) 
The bird is in the tree. (hiłaas, mataas) 
The bird is on the branch. (hiłaas, mataas) 
What’s on the bread? (ʔaqaał) 
What’s on the shawl? (ʔaqaał) 
I read it… 
I saw it… 
…on television 
…in email 
…in the newspaper 
…on Facebook 
The cup is on the saucer. 
The salad is in the bowl. 
The man is in the canoe. 
The man is in the truck. 
The books are in the box 
Put it in the bowl. 
Put it in the box. 
Put it in the box. 
Put it in your mouth. 
Put it in your spirit. 


