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Unit 16. ʔuyaqḥmis • ʔiyaqḥmis • News 

16.1. Overview 

In this unit, learners will work towards mastering the following skills. 

• to talk about the news 
• to answer the question, “What are you doing?” 
• to use past and future tense endings 
• to use some common evidential endings 

Words 

ʔuyaqḥmis .........information, news 
ʔiiqḥuk ..............tell it to 
hašił...................informed 
haašiłsa..............interesting 
hašiičiƛ..............get informed 
hasǐiy̓ap .............inform it 
mamuuk ............working 
ʔumča̓ap ............playing 
n̓acǎał ................reading 
huuxsʔatu ..........resting 
yaxmiił ..............sweeping the floor 
siqiił ..................cooking 
yaacpanač..........walking around 
ƛiiḥpanač ..........cruising around 

čiic .................... trolling, fishing 
huuḥtikšiḥ......... learning, studying 
ʔuʔaałuk............ taking care of 
naʔaataḥ............ listening to 
nuuk..................  
nuukcu̓uya̓k ...... radio, audio device 
n̓aacsuuḥ........... watching 
n̓acǎłcu̓ya̓k ........ television 
c ̌i̓yaa ................. cutting (food) 
cǎacǎtci̓nap ....... jarring (food) 
ƛ̓uukʷiił ............ smoking (food) 
wiikšaḥap.......... doing nothing 
ʔam̓iimitʔi ......... yesterday 
ʔam̓iiƛik............ tomorrow 

Conversations 

1A ʔaqaaʕaƛḥ ʔuyaqḥmis. ...........................What’s the news? 
1A ʔuyaqḥmisnakk.......................................Do you have any news? 
1B ʔayaaks ʔuyaqḥmis. ................................ I have lots of news. 
1B ƛułuks ʔuyaqḥmis...................................My news is good. 
1B p̓isǎqʔiš ʔuyaqḥmis. ................................The news is bad. 
1B wik̓iituks ʔuyaqḥmis............................... I don’t have any news. 
1A ʔiiqḥuk̓ʷis. ..............................................Tell me. 
1A hasǐiya̓p̓is................................................Tell me the news. 

2A ʔaqaaʕaƛḥ ʔuyaqḥmis. ...........................What’s the news? 
2B taʔiłwaʔiš Justin. .................................... I hear that Justin is sick. 
2B hiłintwaʔic mituuni. ............................... I hear that you were in Victoria. 
2B hintšiƛqac ̌a̓ Maggie. ............................... It seems that Maggie is coming. 
2B ʔuqḥyu̓uqac ̌i̓na Joe................................. It seems that we're related to Joe. 
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2B huuḥtikšiḥs ciiqciqasa. ........................... I’m learning to speak Nuuchahnulth. 
2A haašiłsa. .................................................. Interesting. 
2A haašiłsaʔic. .............................................You’re saying interesting things. 
2A haašiłsakʔic ʔuyaqḥmis...........................Your news is interesting. 

3A ʔaaqinʔapk..............................................What are you doing? 
3B yaacpanačs. ............................................ I’m walking around. 
3B ʔuucayu̓ks ca̓axạana. .............................. I’m going to Tsaxana. 

4A ʔaaqinʔapink ʔam̓iimitʔi ʔuyi. ................What were you doing yesterday? 
4B huuxsʔatumts.......................................... I was resting. 
4B ʔucačiƛints makuwił............................... I went to the store. 

5A ʔaaqinʔapw̓ita̓sk ʔam̓iiƛik ʔuyi...............What are you going to do tomorrow? 
5B cǐicw̓ita̓ss. ............................................... I’m going to go trolling. 
5B ʔucačiƛw̓ita̓ss naanaaymux. ................... I’m going to go to Nanaimo. 

6A ḥiya̓ḥaƛsiš. .............................................Here I am. 
6A siya̓aʕaƛsiš.............................................. It’s me. 
6B haʔuk̫̓ aƛink. ..........................................Have you eaten? 
6A haʔuk̫̓ aƛints. ......................................... I’ve eaten. 
6A wiktums haʔuk.*..................................... I haven’t eaten. 
6A ʔaḥʔaaʔaƛs. ............................................Well, I’m outta here. 
6A waałšiʔaƛs. .............................................Well, I’m going home now. 
6A yaacaaʔaƛs. ............................................Well, I’m leaving now (on foot). 
6A ƛiiḥaaʔaƛs. .............................................Well, I’m leaving now (by vehicle). 
6B čuu..........................................................Goodbye. 
6B yuucyuuʔiʔał...........................................Take care. Safe travels. 


