Language Circle stories

faatusmit ?i$ ?2ink - muwaacmit 2uh?iis ?ink - Deer and fire®

East Barkley Sound dialect

1. 2animtwe?in q“ayadiiktaqimt
?inknaak huu?ak ?uyi. hiituk
mahtii?ak.

2. ?inknaakmihsa AaAuuktaqimt.
¢a?uusuk?aata ?u?iis?aiquu ha?um.
¢itasyiha ?athiya. turhagiia
wikiitaAquu hupat.

3. 2ayaaAwe?in maanuk"iA hiniip
?inkuk gq“ayaciiktagimi, nasukminh
witwaak ?i$ limagstinakminh.
hac¢atakaA. wikiip.

4. 2ah?aa?aAwerin—siyaaq?aaqAah
maanuk"iA—wee?icaA TaatuSmit.
?anah?is me?iAqac?is tiictix?is.
Adiwin?apaiat Aaiuu?i.

5. —wiklmaame?ic.
?aa?aanahapi?issuk—waa?aA.at.

6. —kuwitapi¢ maanuk“iA—waa?aA.

Central dialect

?anumtwa?is§ q“ayaciiktaqumt
?inknaak huu?ak ?uyi. hiituk
mahtii?ak.

?inknaakmahsa AaAuuktaqumt.
¢a?uusuk?aat 2uriicaiquu ha?um.
¢itasyiha ?athiya. tup?aqiia
wikiitaAquu hupat.

?ayaaAwa?is$ namilSiA hiniip ?inkuk
q“ayaciiktaqumt, haa?akminh
witwaak ?uh?ii$ timagstinakminh.
hisuk¥aA. wikiip.
?ah?aa?aAwaris—siyaaq?aqis
namil$iA—waa?i¢aA muwaacmnit.
?acknah?is ma?iAqac?is tiictix?is.
Adiwin?apaiat AaAuu?i.*
—wimaagA.?ick.
?aa?aacknahapi?issuuk—waa?aiat.’

—kuwilapi¢ namilSiA—waa?aXi.

EB, AT, QC

English

Long ago, only the wolf tribe had fire.
They kept it in their house.

The other tribes wanted fire too. They
had to eat their food raw. They were
cold at night. And it was dark, unless
the moon was out.

Many tried to get the wolves’ fire.
There were strong warriors, and wise
people. They all failed to get it.

And then Son of Deer said, “I will
try.” He was a little boy fawn. The
others laughed at him.

“You can’t do it. You’re too small,”
they said.

“Let him try,” said the chief.

% This version of Deer and fire was adapted by Nuuchahnulth Studies classes at Alberni District Secondary School and the Somass Valley Language
Circle during April-June 2018, from versions by George Clutesi, Caroline Little, and Hilda Hanson. Reviewed and edited by JL 20180609.

Checked with BM 20181004. Edited 20181105.
4 JL. 2acknah?is tiictix?is ‘he was a little fawn’.

® JL. aa?aacknahayapi?issuuk (so) ‘you’re too small’.
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hawil?i.
7. ¢uu, hul?i¢u?ai faatusmit.

pichtin?ak hul?in. ?u?atuk hiscuq“ati
?i$ his¢uu?i pic¢up.

8. Puupaath?a’ yaaqgscafinminh?itq
hulmaas. hutii?i?aA?at macéinA
mahtii?ak q“ayaciiktaqimt.

9. tuuxtuux“aA faatuSmit huyaat.
mick“aa?aA q“ayaciikrminh ?ani
huutmafuk.

10. tuxcpaa?ah. 2ink?ii. ?ink"adi?aiuk
his¢uu pi¢up. nayii?akaA?at yaacsii.

11. hin?alsi?aA. q“ayaciiktaqimt
q%is?iitq Taatusmit. 2ucaci?aA.?at
hil?iitq Yaanusmit.

12. —?akulii?in ?uéqéuu?ak?itqak
f\.ahiqs—waa?a%..

13. —¢uué. wikii¢im ?uu?uupi
kuhsaap—waa?aAat.

14. ¢uu, takaa?aA q“is 2uu?uupizai.
?iih?aA 2ulgsii. hacatakaA pawalsii
hayim?as. ta¢aa?aiat walsii

hawil?i.
¢uu, hul?i¢u?aA muwaacmit.

pichtin?ak hul?in. ?u?atuk hiscuq“ati
?uh?ii$ his¢uu?i pi¢up.®

?uupaath?a’ yaagscafinminh?itq
hulmaas. hutii?i?aA?at macéinA
mahtii?ak q“ayacéiiktaqumt.

tuuxtuux“aA muwaacémit huuthuuta.
mick¥aa?aA q“ayadiikminh ?in
huulmaguk.

tuxcpaa?aA ?ink?ii. ?ink“ac¢i?aiuk
his¢uu pi¢up. nayiikaA?al yaacsix.

hin?alSi?aA q“ayaciiktaqumt q%is?iitq
muwaacmit. 2ucaci?aA.?al hit?iitq
faanismit.

—2akuti?in ?uéqéuurak?itqak
f\.ahiqs—waa?a%..

—&uué. wikii¢um 2uu?uupi kuhsaap—
waa?aiat.

¢uu, takaa?aA q"“is Tuu?uupirai.
?iih?aA 2ulgii. hisuk“aA pawalii
hayum?as. ta¢aa?aiat walSix.

6 JL his¢uu?i pi¢up ‘pounded, shredded cedar bark’.
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So Deer put on his dancing costume.
It was made of cedar bark, and had
abalone shells and shredded bark on
it.

Then he and his friends went dancing
house to house. They danced into the
wolves’ house.

Deer was jumping around as he
danced. The wolves were amazed,
because he was such a good dancer.

He jumped over the fire. His bark
started burning. They left
immediately.

The wolves realized what Deer had
done. They went to Son of Heron.

“Lend us your fog box,” they said.

“Okay,” said Heron. “Don’t open it
too far.”

Well, they opened it too far. It got so
foggy that everyone was wandering
around lost. Deer escaped and went
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faatusmit.

15. mawaacipaA ?ink haacatit
maatmaas. ha(:atal%ax Adi¢uu ?ani
?2uuSnaaksiA?at. camulsi?ai
Aupmiit?ap, naacsa ?athiya, siqiit.

16. q"ishitii¢ hacatak ?inknaaksiA..

cuu.

muwaacdmit.

mawaacipaA ?ink hiisit maatmaas.

hisuk¥ax. Aiiéuu ?in 2uudnaaksix?al.

?2u?umhici?ai f\.upmiii?ap, naacsa
?athiya, siqiil.”

q“ishitii¢ hisSuk ?inknaaksiA. ¢uu.

EB, AT, QC

home.

He brought the fire to all the tribes.
They all feasted to celebrate the
valuable gift. Now they could heat
their houses, see at night, and cook
their food.

And that’s how everyone got fire.

7 JL hi$uka’ Aii¢uu ?in 2uu$naaksii?at 2ink ‘everyone feasted because they had gained valuable fire’.
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