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Unit 5. yaqin • Introductions 

5.1. Learning goals(0) 

• to introduce oneself briefly in Nuuchahnulth 
• to say who people are, and what they are called 
• to recognize the past tense ending ‒(m)it in reference to deceased people 

5.2. Words 

ʔačaq ...................... who 
ʔuḥ ......................... be 
ʔuḥuk ..................... one’s is 
ʔukłaa..................... named 
ʔačaqła ................... named who 
ʔeʔiic ̌i̓m .................. elders, parents 
ʔumʔiiqsu ............... mother 
n̓uw̓iiqsu................. father 
waasi ...................... where 
waastaqšiƛ ............. come from where 
waaya̓tḥ.................. living where 

hił ...........................be at 
histaqšiƛ .................come from 
hiya̓tḥ .....................living at 
ʔaqaatḥ ...................of what tribe 
ʔuʔatḥ .....................of the tribe of 
cu̓umaʕas................Port Alberni 
saaʕaḥi....................Tsahaheh 
ʕaḥw̓inʔis................Ahahswinis 
ʕanaqƛ̓a ..................Anacla 
malaaca̓nt* .............Malachan 
p̓aacǐinaʔa...............Port Renfrew

5.3. Conversations 

1A ʔačaqłaḥak. What’s your name? 
1B ʔukłaamaḥ ___. My name is ___. 

2A ʔačaqḥak. Who are you? 
2B nuucǎan̓ułʔatḥaḥ. I’m Nuuchahnulth. 
2B ʔuḥukʷaḥ ʔumʔiiqsu ___. My mother is ___. 
2B ʔuḥukʷaḥ n̓uw̓iiqsu ___. My father is ___. 

3A waastaqšiƛḥak. Where do you come from? 
3B histaqšiƛaḥ ___. I come from ___. 

4A waaya̓tḥḥak. Where do you live? 
4B hiya̓tḥaḥ ___. I live at ___. 

5A ʔaqaatḥḥak. What tribe do you belong to? 
5B ʔuʔatḥaḥ ___. I belong to the ___ tribe. 
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5.4. Word families 

• ʔukłaa, ʔačaqła, yaqłaa, ʔaqičła, qʷičłaa 
• waasi, waastaqšiƛ, waaya̓tḥ, ʔaqaatḥ, hił, histaqšiƛ, hiya̓tḥ, ʔuʔatḥ 
• ḥuučuqƛis, c ̌i̓iqƛis 
• muwacǎtḥ̓ , qaayu̓uk̫̓ atḥ 

5.5. Tribal names 

The ending ‒!atḥ means ‘living at’. It is used in tribal names. With any of these names, 
‒!atḥ can be replaced by ‒!aqsup, making a word that refers to a woman or girl. 

 nuucǎan̓ułʔatḥ Nuuchahnulth  ƛaʔuukʷiʔatḥ Tlaoquiaht 
 c ̌i̓iqƛisʔatḥ Checleseht  yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Ucluelet 
 qaayu̓uk̫̓ atḥ Kyuquot  tuk̓ ̫̓ aaʔatḥ Toquaht 
 ʔiiḥatisʔatḥ Ehattesaht  ḥuučuqƛisʔatḥ Uchucklesaht 
 činaxintʔatḥ Chinehkint  ci̓sǎaʔatḥ Tseshaht 
 nučaałʔatḥ Nuchatlaht  huupac ̌a̓sʔatḥ Hupacasath 
 muwacǎtḥ̓  Mowachaht  huuʕiiʔatḥ Huuayaht 
 mačłaatḥ Muchalaht  niitiinaʔatḥ Ditidaht 
 ḥiškʷiiʔatḥ Hesquiaht  p̓aacǐinaʔatḥ Pacheedaht 
 ʕaaḥuusʔatḥ Ahousaht  qʷiniščiʔatḥ Makah 

Set 1. Who or what is that? 

Level 1. A asks B about a person or thing, and B responds. If the person being talked 
about is in your group, then B asks them before responding. Use a variety of pointers 
(ʔaḥkuu, ʔaḥn̓ii, yaa). Only talk about people and things whose names you know. 

 ʔačaqḥa yaa łuucsmeʔi. 
 ʔačaqḥa yaa čakupʔi. 
 ʔačaqłaḥa yaa. 
 ʔuḥmaa ___. 

 ʔukłaama ___. 
 ʔaqaqḥa ʔaḥn̓ii. 
 ʔaqičłaḥa ʔaḥn̓ii. 
 ___–maˑ. 

Level 2. Now B cannot identify some people and things. 

 łačuučaḥ. 
 hayaaʔakaḥ. 
 hayaaʔakaḥ yaquusi. 

 hayaaʔakaḥ qʷiquusi. 
 hayaaʔakaḥ yaqłaayii. 
 hayaaʔakaḥ qʷičłaayii. 


