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ʔutwii • Introduction 

In this lesson, we will practise some useful things to say in the 
morning and evening, and how to talk to our mom, dad, and 
grandparents. This includes language for getting children ready in 
the morning, and for putting them to bed at night. You will learn 
some short kin terms, and how to form commands. 

The advanced section adds sentences for talking about the past, 
such as ‘Did you sleep well?’ and explains how to form future 
commands, such as ‘Take care (in future).’ 
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First, let’s learn some ways to say ‘Good morning’. This is not a 
traditional Nuuchahnulth greeting. Rather, it is translated from 
English. Here are some ways to say ‘Good morning’, as well as 
some other things to say to someone when you first see them. 

1A. kuʔał. ................................. Morning. 
1A. ƛułʔiiš kuʔał....................... It’s a good morning. 
1A. ƛułʔaƛʔiš kuʔał. ................. It’s a good morning now. 
1A. ti̓qpiʔaƛʔick. ...................... You’ve gotten out of bed. 
1A. c ̌a̓maasʔaƛukʔick haʔum. .. Your food is on the table. 
1B. čuu. .................................... Acknowledged. 
1B. kuʔał. ................................. Morning. 
1B. ʔaaniʔiš ƛuł kuʔał. ............. It sure is a good morning. 
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Here is some conversation for getting people out of bed. 

2A. ƛimkšiʔi! ............................ Wake up! 
2A. ƛimkaak. ............................ Are you awake? 
2A. ti̓qpiʔi!................................ Get out of bed! 
2B. ƛimkaasiš. .......................... I’m awake. 
2B. čuu. .................................... Acknowledged. 
2B. čuu, qʷisʔaqƛsiš. ................ Okay, I will. 
2B. čuu, ti̓qpiƛʔaqƛsiš.............. Okay, I’ll get up. 
2B. hawiłčaƛsis ̌ti̓qpiƛ.*........... I’ve already gotten up. 
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‣ Note. The literal meaning of ti̓qpiƛ is to come to a seated 
position indoors. It can mean ‘sit down’ or ‘sit up’, but is 
usually used to mean ‘get out of bed’. 
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These action words describe getting ready in the morning. 
Practise saying them, using body language to show what they 
mean. On the next page, we will use these in conversation. 

• ƛimkaa............................... awake 
• ƛimkšiƛ.............................. wake up 
• ti̓qpiƛ ................................. get out of bed 
• čimpitap ............................. make up a bed 
• ƛups ̌̓ iƛ................................ wash one’s face 
• cu̓cu̓mya̓qƛaḥ̓ s ................... brushing one’s teeth 
• m̓ucǐc ̌̓ uƛ ............................. get dressed 
• ʔaaʔaaʔiša .......................... hurrying 
• qʷis..................................... do so 
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∞ Exercise. Build these words, then use them in conversation. 

• ƛimkšiƛ, ƛimkšiʔi, ƛimkšiƛʔaqƛ 
• ti̓qpiƛ, ti̓qpiʔi, ti̓qpiƛʔaqƛ 
• ƛups ̌̓ iƛ, ƛups ̌̓ iʔi, ƛups ̌̓ iƛʔaqƛ 
• m̓ucǐc ̌̓ uƛ, m̓ucǐc ̌̓ uʔi, m̓ucǐc ̌̓ uƛʔaqƛ 
• čimpitap, cǐmpitap̓i, čimpitapʔaqƛ 
• cu̓cu̓mya̓qƛaḥ̓ s, cu̓cu̓mya̓qƛaḥ̓ sʔi, cu̓cu̓mya̓qƛaḥ̓ sʔaqƛ 
• ʔaaʔaaʔiša, ʔaaʔaaʔišaʔi, ʔaaʔaaʔišaʔaqƛ 
3A. ___–!iˑ. ................................. (Do) ___. 
3B. čuu, ___–ʔaqƛ–siš. ............... Okay, I will ___. 
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There are four different ways to say ‘mother’ or ‘mom’ in 
Nuuchahnulth, depending on the sentence. 

• ʔuḥuksiš ʔumʔiiqsu Rose.... My mother is Rose. 
• n̓aacsiicǐƛk ʔumʔiiq. .......... Have you seen my mom? 
• ʔačaqḥa ʔumʔi. .................. Who’s your mom? 
• yaamisukʷaḥ suw̓a ʔumʔee.I love you, Mom. 
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We will learn all of the forms of ‘mom’, ‘dad’, and ‘nan’. 

 mom dad nan 
full form ʔumʔiiqsu n̓uw̓iiqsu naniiqsu 
your form ʔumʔi n̓uw̓i nani 
my form ʔumʔiiq n̓uw̓iiq naniiq 
O form ʔumʔee, ʔooma n̓uw̓ee neen 

Note. The technical name for the O form is vocative. We use 
vocative words to name someone who we’re speaking to. We can 
paraphrase these vocatives as ‘O Mom’, ‘O Dad’, ‘O Nan’. 

Note. In English, nan means ‘grandma’. But when we use nan to 
translate Nuuchahnulth kin words, it can also mean ‘grandpa’. 
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Practise this conversation as if (A) is talking about their mom, 
then their dad, then their nan. Agree on your roles before you 
start the conversation. 

4A. waasiḥ ʔumʔiiq. ................. Where’s my mom? 
4B. hiłʔiis ̌ti̓quwił ʔumʔi. ......... Your mom’s in the sitting room. 
4B. mamuukʔiš ʔumʔi. ............. You mom’s working. 
4B. hayumḥisiš hiłii ʔumʔi. ...... I don’t know where your mom 
is. 
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Practise this conversation as if (B) is responding their mom, then 
their dad, then their nan. Agree on your roles before you start the 
conversation. 

5A. ƛimkšiʔi! ............................ Wake up! 
5A. ti̓qpiʔi!................................ Get out of bed! 
5B. čuu, ʔumʔee. ...................... Okay, Mom. 
5B. qʷisʔaqƛsiš, ʔumʔee........... I will, Mom. 
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Practise this conversation as if (B) is responding their mom, then 
their dad, then their nan. Agree on your roles before you start the 
conversation. 

6A. yaaʔakuksiš suutił. ............. I love you. 
6B. yu̓uqʷaasiš yaaʔakuk suutił ʔumʔee. I love you too, Mom. 
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These are some friendly ways to say goodbye. Some of these are 
future commands, which we will learn more about later. 

7A. sǎḥyi̓tu̓m. ........................... Be well. 
7A. ƛułuku̓m kaƛḥak. .............. Have a good day. 
7A. yaaʔakuksiš suutił. ............. I love you. 
7B. yu̓uqʷaaʔum....................... You too (in future). 
7B. yu̓uqʷaaʔaku̓m. .................. You have one too. 
7B. yu̓uqʷaasiš yaaʔakuk suutił. I love you too. 
 


