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Introduction

The purpose of this handbook is to give Nuchatlaht people greater access
their language. We have designed it to be small and easy to carry around,
and the information that it contains to be easy to find. It can be used for
personal reference, and to support group language lessons.

The handbook begins by introducing the Nuu-chah-nulth alphabet, then
provides some common conversational phrases that are useful in daily life,
concerning such topics as prayers, greetings, introductions, and the
weather.

At the end of the book, there is a classified wordlist of basic and common
Nuu-chah-nulth vocabulary. Last, the back cover of the book provides a
quick key to pronouncing the letters of the Nuu-chah-nulth alphabet.

This is the first introduction to the Nuu-chah-nulth language that is made
specifically for Nuchatlaht people. We hope that it will be the first of
many.

cuu.



The Nuu-chah-nulth alphabet

The Nuu-chah-nulth alphabet has forty-five letters:

a aa ¢ ¢ & & e e h
h i i k k" k kv t =&
A m m n A o oo p P
q q" s § t t u uu w
w x x* x x* 'y y 2?2 ¢

Vowels can be short or long. Long vowels are written with double letters
(aaq, ii, uu), and are pronounced about twice as long as short vowels.

Nuu-chah-nulth has more consonant sounds than English. Nuu-chah-nulth
consonants are made at several places along the vocal tract, from the lips
to the vocal cords. This diagram illustrates where Nuu-chah-nulth
consonants are made, using p, t, ¢, k, g, §, ? as examples:

k




The following list gives each letter of the alphabet, its name, and
illustrates it in the context of a basic vocabulary word.

For more information on how to pronounce each letter, see the back cover
of this book, or the pronunciation guide How to Pronounce the Nuu-chah-

nulth Alphabet.
Name Example English
a shorta patpat inboard motor boat
aa longa waa say
¢ plainc caapin sawbill duck
¢ hardc cawaak one
¢ cwedge cakup man
¢ hard c wedge ¢apac canoe
e shorte — —
ee longe Aeekoo Thank you.
h h husmin kelp
h backh hayu ten
i shorti hisit sockeye salmon
ii longi tiiéma heart
k k kaapap like
k" round k k"istuup something different
k hard k kaa?in Crow
k¥ hard round k k“iis snow
} Dbarred huucma woman
A barred lambda Aanat splitting wedge
A  hard barred lambda Aisuk white
m m muu four
m hard m maayi salmonberry shoots
n n nunuuk sing
n hardn naas day, Creator



short o

long o

p

hard p

q

round q

S

s wedge

t

hard t

short u

long u

w

hard w

front x
round front x
back x

round back x
y

hard y
glottal stop
pharyngeal stop

Mo e e ) Y ) S S g £ e owxon S0 mooo § oo

Aaakoo
paasak
papii
qawii
q“inii
saasin
SaapSaaps
tupkak
tatuus
tukuuk
tuunuu
wik
waa?ak
Xaar?amin
x"akak
xaxa§1’<uk
x"itaayu
yacaa
yama
?aama
faanis

Thank you.
damp

ear
salmonberry
seagull
hummingbird
umbrella
black

star

sea lion
win

no, not

shy

ladder
swollen
pilot biscuit
knife
dogfish
salal berry
loon

crane

There are no example words for short e and o because these vowels are

rare in Nuchatlaht and other northern dialects.

The word Xaakoo, Aeekoo, meaning thank you, can be pronounced either

with a long aa or a long ee.



Prayer

haatapi hawaat................cceeerrnnnnnnn. O Creator!

taakSi?is KUtiiC. ...coeeevvvvueeerieninnnennieennns Always guide me.
CUUtuinniinieieeneeteeneenereeneeeeeeneennsanaannns Amen

taaktaak™as suutit. .........ccevvueeeninennnn. I am pleading with you.
EHEAPIS. cveveereeeererereeeereeeereeeereseesereenenes Let me live.

2U2AATUKYS. v Look after me.

?aanaat q“aa?at, haalapi hawit. ......... This is how it is, Creator.
SUWAaasiik Naas. .......ccceeeeeeeeeeeernneneennns The day is yours.

?ap?ii q“¥aarakiik naas. .......cccccuuuueeen. Your day is proper.

Aaakoo, haatapi hawil. ...................... Thank you, Creator.
AAAKOOPIC. vevevreeeereeereeeeeeeeeeereeeeeenene Thank you.

ciciginks suutil........ccccoeeeeiiiiiiiinnnn, I am praying to you.

taakSi?is hupii.....ccooeeeeerieiiiiceniicnnnnnee. Please help me.

hupii?is 2uuhtaasa. .......c.cccvvvvueeneennns Help me to do right.

hupii?is nana?a.....cccccceeeeeevvvneereeeenne. Help me to understand.
faaksi?is 2uraatuk. ......cccoeevveniinnnnnnnnnn. Please look after me.
camihtapis tiic. ...cccoveeeeeeeeeiiieeirinnnnnnns Let me be healthy.

Aeekoo ?in tiiéapik sii¢il. .c.covererennen... Thank you for my life.
Words

cicigink............. pray ?u?aatuk............ look after
faaksia .............. please taakSia .............. always
faaktaak“a......... plead CUU..eeervineeeeeenns amen
hupii....ccceeeeeeeee. help NAAS...cceeereeeernnnns day, Creator
kutiic ................ guide haatapi hawit .... Creator
15} (RPN alive haatapi hawaat.. O Creator!



Advanced

Prayers are often phrased as respectful commands to the Creator. Simple
commands take the ending -?i. Commands to do something to me take the
ending -?is.

faaksi?i ?uraatuk... Please look after...
faaksi?is hupii. Please help me.
camihtapis tiic. Let me be healthy.

hu?ayi?i ciciqi?akqgin.  Give us back our language

There are several ways to use the word Xaakoo thank you. Some speakers
say Aaakoo, while others say Aeekoo. Some also use it with the endings
-?ic you, -?icuus you all.

Aaakoo. Thank you.
Aeekoo. Thank you.
Aaakoo?ic. Thank you.

Aaakoo?icuu$.  Thank you all.

We hope that you will use the examples in this section to make your own
prayers.



Greetings

Sahyutk q"aa......ccccevueeeeeeeeiieieeennnennes Are you okay?
wiikShink g"aa......cccceeveeiiiiiiiiiiennnennnn, Are you okay?

haa, Sahyuts. ....ccceevveeiiiiiieeeiieeeieeenennen. Yes, I'm okay.

haa, wiikShins. .......c..ccceevivvinieninnnnnnn. Yes, I'm okay.

haa, Saahyutsas............ccceeevvvvvvvnnnnnnen. Yes, I'm very fine.
2aaQinkK. ...ooviiiiiiiieee e How are you?
hawiigAK. ...oovvveieiiiiiieeiieeeeeeeiee, Are you hungry?
nagmiihak.......ccceeeeeeeiiiiiiiiniinniiiiinnn. Are you thirsty?
haWiigAS. cccvvvveriiiieieeee e, I’'m hungry.

naqmiihas. .....cceeeviieiiiiieniiiie I’'m thirsty.

pufal?atus. ....eeeieeeiiiieeeeeeeee e, I’'m sleepy.

PUSAAKS. ..cceeeiiiiiiiceeeee e I’'m worn out.

tA2IS. e I’'m sick.
2aaqin?apk....cccceeeeiiiiiiiiieinieeniee e, What are you doing?
MAMUUKS. ..coovvveeiiiiiiiiieee e I’'m working.
2uunakuhs nacatéuyak. ..........oo......... I’'m watching TV.
YACASWILASS. .ovvevrereceecereeeeeeeere e, I’'m going to go to town.
Words

Sahyut....... okay pufal?atu...sleepy
wiikshin.... okay pusaak....... worn out
?aaqin....... how ta?it........... sick
?aaqgin?ap.. do what 2uunakuh ..watch
hawiigA .... hungry mamuuk....work
naqmiiha... thirsty yacas......... go to town
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Introducing yourself

2acaqlak......coovviiiiiiiiiiii e What’s your name?

PUKIAAS e My name is __.

2uKIaaSIS e My name is __.

2uklaayiis _ . cceeeeiiiiiiiee e My name is __.

nuwiigsaks Matthew. ........ccccceeeeeeeennn. My father is Matthew.
?uhuks nuwiigsu Matthew. ................ My father is Matthew.
Pum?iigsaks Bonnie............ccevvvueeneeeens My mother is Bonnie.
naniigsaks George.........ccccceevvvvvvnnnnnnn. My grandfather is George.
naniigsakints Ellie............cccccvveeenieenns My grandmother was Ellie.
?uhukints naniigsu Ellie.................... My grandmother was Ellie.
nucaaA2aths......ccceeeeeveieeieeieeeeeeeeees I am Nuchatlaht.
nucaaA2athiis.....cccceeeevvneeririveeiennnnnnns I am Nuchatlaht.
NUCAAA2AQSUPS..uueeeerrrnneeeeerrennneeeeenanns I am a Nuchatlaht woman.
histaths NUEAAA.......covvveeiereeeeeeeene. I am Nuchatlaht.

histathiis nUEaak. ...coovvevevevreeereereenens I am Nuchatlaht.

Words

nuwiigsu........ father qaayuuk“ath.. Kyuquot
?um?iigsu....... mother ¢iigAis?ath..... Checleseht
naniigsu......... grandparent muwadath ..... Mowachaht
histath............ be from mactaath ....... Muchalaht
nucaaA?ath ....Nuchatlaht hisk*ii?ath..... Hesquiaht
?iihatis?ath ....Ehattesaht Taahuus?ath .. Ahousaht

11



Weather

?aaqinh Naas?ii. ..cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennennnnn. How’s the weather?
AUPAAR. e Is it hot weather? Is it sunny?
11011, %: E-1 3 T Is it raining?

Wik 2118 AUPAG...eevvererereeeeereeeeeeeean. It isn’t hot. It isn’t sunny.
Wik?ii$ miAaa. ...cceeeeeeeeeerieerieeininenennn. It isn’t raining.
uuqumMhi?is. e It’s calm weather.

WiIIQSTI?iS. coeerrrieeeeeeeiiee e It’s stormy weather.

Words

naas.......... day, Creator yu?i........... windy
?aaqin....... how ?ucqak....... foggy
mataa........ cold weather miAaa........ raining
Aupaa....... hot weather k“isaa........ snowing
Aupaa....... sunny ?uuqumbhi..calm weather
liwahyu..... cloudy wiigsii ....... stormy
Advanced

Use the question mood endings to ask questions. Use the strong mood
endings to make statements. (See page 16.)

Stem Question Statement
mataa mataah. mataa?is.
Aupaa Aupaah. Aupaa?is.
tiwahyu liwahyuh. liwahyu?is.
miAaa miAaah. miAaa?is.
k“isaa f(Wisaah. k“isaa?is.
yu?i yu?ih. yu?i?is.
?ucqak ?ucqakh. ?ucqak?is.

uuqumhi  ?uuqumhih.  2uuqumhi?is.
wiigsii wiigsiih. wiiqsii?is.

12



Hospitality

watyaqitk. .....ooveeeiiiiiiiii Is anyone home?
hindiRiRi...cceeeeiieiiceeeeeee e Come in!
CUUtuiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneraieeeee e e e e eeeeeeeeennes Okay

T TR T 1 ¥ < TR Sit down!

Sahyutukk faatna?is. .......cceceereenvennee. Are your children okay?
waayiikshin?akk faatna?is. ................ Are your children okay?
?aagin?aAukk taatna?is...................... How are your children?
haaha, Sahyut?is?at........ccccvvevveeenneenn. Yes, they’re okay.

¢uk™aa. tiitiic?agAnis. .......ccccvveeereenns Come in, we’ll have tea.
¢uk“aa. k"aapific?agqAnis................... Come in, we’ll have coffee.
2u?usumk Suuk™aa. ......ceeeviiiiiiiiieninnn, Do you want sugar?
?Puuhwatk?al SuukVaa. ... Do you use sugar?

CUU, yaaCSi?aAS. ccevvvuereernnnrerenaeernnnnnns Okay, I'm going now.
CUU, YAACAATAAS. cevvveerernnnnreeeneaeerrannnns Okay, I'm going now.
¢uu, yaacéix?aqfna%s .......................... Okay, I'm going now.

CUU teuiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeennes Okay, goodbye.

Words

watyagqit... at home taatna?is...little children
hinii?iA..... go indoors c¢uk“aa......Come here.
tiqvaasiX .. sit down 6 1 R tea

yaacsiA .... walk, leave tiiziic........ drink tea
Sahyut...... okay k"aapii .....coffee
wiikShin... okay k"aapific..drink coffee
?aaqin...... how ?2u?usum...want, need
q“aa......... how ?Puuhwat ... use
taatna....... children Suuk“aa....sugar
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Advanced: Short sentences

?aaqgin?aph 2awatin?i.........cccceeeeeeeeenns What is the eagle doing?
mataa?i§ 2awatin?i.........cceeevevvnnnnnnnnnnn. The eagle is flying.
hayumhis gq¥aa?api. .........cceceevvvvvnnnnnee I don’t know what it’s doing.
?aaqin?aph.....ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiiinniieeeee What is he, she, or it doing?
pusaak?i$ haawitaA?i. .........ccuveeevenenee. The young man is tired.
kamitquk?i§ cums?ii.........ceeerevrvnnnnnnne. The black bear is running.
kamitquk?i$ tucsac?i. .......ccevvvuereeennns The girl is running.

susaa?is ma?iAgqaci....ccceeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnns The boy is swimming.
susaa?is suuhaa?i....ccccoeeeeeriiiinnieneenens The spring salmon is swimming.
yaacuk?i§ Cakup?i. .cccceeeerievivneniieennnnns The man is walking.
yaacuk?i§ muwac?i. ....oeeeeeereeinnnnnnnnnnn. The deer is walking.
¢apaak?i§ Cakup?i. coveveeeeveeeeeeeeeeeennens The man is going by canoe.
Aatwaa?is luucma?i. .....cooeeeeeeeiinnnnnnnn. The woman is paddling.
puSal?atu?is nayaqak?i. .....cccceeereennnn. The baby is sleepy.

wariC?isS Cums?ii. coeevvvveerreernnneeereeeennnns The black bear is sleeping.
wa?ic?is nayaqak?i. ........cceevvvvvnvnnnnnen. The baby is sleeping.
Advanced

One way of analyzing the basic structure of a sentence is into a predicate
and participants. The predicate is the event that the sentence is about. The
participants are the people or things that are involved in that event.

Sentence Predicate Participants
She jumped. jump she
Ron saw Sue. see (Sue) Ron, Sue

The bear ate berries.  eat (berries)  bear, berries

In English the first thing in a sentence is usually the subject, which is the
most important participant. But in Nuu-chah-nulth, the first word is
usually the predicate.

14



¢amihta?i§ quu?as.
proper-he  person
He’s a proper (good) person.

na?aatah?i§ nuukcéuurak?i hucsac?i.
listen-she mp3 player-her-the girl-the
The girl is listening to her mp3 player.

The strong mood ending -?ii§ has a long vowel only if its stem is one
syllable long. Otherwise, its vowel is short (-?i$).

suu hold suu?iis. He’s holding it.
tiic alive tiic¢?iis. He’s alive.
?uéqak  foggy ?ucqak?is. It’s foggy.
2u?usum need ?2u?usum?iS. He needs some.

The article -?ii means the. Similarly to -?ii§, the article has a long vowel
(-2ii) after a short stem, but a short vowel (-?i) after a long stem.

¢ums bear ¢ums?ii  the bear
naas day naas?ii the day
mahtii house mahtii?2i the house
?awatin eagle ?awatin?i the eagle

Now you know enough to make two-word sentences in Nuu-chah-nulth
that consist of a predicate and a participant.

15



Advanced: Person endings

A complete sentence in Nuu-chah-nulth usually requires a mood ending on
its first word. This ending indicates the mood and subject of the sentence.

The mood is what the speaker is trying to accomplish, such as making a
statement or asking a question. Each of these sentences uses a different
mood.

sack?ii$ x"itaayu. = The knife is sharp.

miAaamitwa?is. I heard it rained.
tiich sii¢paax?i. Is the cougar alive?
wikii q¥aa?ap. Don’t do that!

The subject is who the sentence is about. These examples have the same
mood, but different subjects.

hawii?aAs. I'm finished.
hawii?aAnis. We’re finished.
hawii?aA.?ic. You're finished.

hawii?aA?icuus. You all are finished.
hawii?aA.?is. He or she is finished.
hawiizaA?iS?at. They’re finished.

Sentences inside other sentences take mood endings too.

kaamathakk q"“isint?iq. Do you know what he did?
hayumbhis yaqtaayi. I don’t know his name.
¢iitaanis?al ¢u?i¢h?aiqu.  We dig clams in the winter.

These charts lay out several of the most important moods.

16



Strong (indicative) Hearsay (quotative)

=si'§, =s =ni'$ =war?is =warnis
=?i'c =?icu:s =warric =warricu:s
=7?i'S = ?i-S?al =wa?is =war?is?at
Question (interrogative) Definite (definite relative)
=hs =hin =qs =qin
=k =hsu: =7k =?irqsu:
=h =h?at =7?iq =?irqrat
Weak (indefinite relative) Possible (conditional)
=(y)i's =(y)in =qu's =qun
=(y)irk = (y)isu: =quk =qu'su:
= (y)ir = (y)i?at =qu- =qu-?at
Article Hearsay article
=721 = ?i-?at =¢ar =¢a2at

Unlike other moods, the command mood endings also give information
about objects (me, us, them).

Command (imperative)

me us them
you =i =li's =lin =li?al
youall | =!i¢ — — =li*¢?at
let’s =lin — — = lin?at
These mood charts use several symbols (= ! ' :) that are not discussed in

this book, but are useful to advanced learners.
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Some speakers always pronounce the weak and possible mood endings
with long vowels (written Vi).

Weak (indefinite) 2 Possible (conditional) 2
= (y)is = (y)in =qu:s =qun
=ik =(y)isu =qu:k = quisu:

= (y)i: = (y)i:?at =qu: = qu:?at

The strong mood is used for statements that are known to be true. The
hearsay mood reports second-hand information.

?ah?aamits hiistmat. = That’s where I was born.
malaa?aAwa?is. It’s cold. (Someone told me.)

The question mood is used to ask questions. The command mood is used in
commands.

?aqiichin. What are we eating?
camayi?is Camas.  Give me dessert.

The definite mood goes on embedded sentences that describe something
the speaker knows to exist. Compare the weak mood, which indicates
uncertain information.

q“iyugs AiisAiisSiA. ~ when I started school
hit?iiqg ma?as where she lives
hayumbhis yaqii. I don’t know who he is.

The weak mood has several uses, usually in embedded sentences. But some
speakers use it for statements too, similarly to the strong mood.

Aeekoo ?in hitiisuu. Thank you all for being here.
walsi?aAiis. I went home.
¢aa, q“aacumyis hupii. @~ How can I help?

18



Nuu-chah-nulth classified wordlist

Actions

¢apaak — go by canoe
cicigink — pray
ciigciiga — speak
hawii?aA — finish
hayumhi — not know
histagSiA — come from
hissiik — finish

huhtik — know
huuthuuta - dance
kaamathak — know
kamitquk — run
Aakaas — stand

Aakiit — stand indoors
Aatwaa — paddle
Aihaa — vehicle goes
AlisAiisa — write
mamuuk — work
mataa — flying

naacsa — see
naacsuuh — watch
nacaat — read, look at
namilSiA — try

na?aa — hear
na?aatah - listen
nunuuk — sing

suu — hold

susaa — swim

tigq¥aas — sit on surface
tiq“it — sit on floor

tiSas — sit on ground
tuxSiA — jump

waa — say

walSiA — go home
wa?ic — sleep
yaacuk — walk
?ucaciA — go to
?uktaa - be called
?uyii — give
?u?aatuk - take care

Animals, birds

kaa?in — crow
maamaati — bird
qu?usin — raven

q"inii — seagull

saasin — hummingbird
xaasxiip — blue jay
?awatin — eagle

Animals, fish

cuwit — coho slamon
¢aapi — pink salmon
hinkuu?as — dog salmon
hisit — sockeye salmon
pii$ — fish

puu?i — halibut
suuhaa - spring salmon

Animals, land

¢ums — black bear



¢aastume — mink
hiiyi — snake

kaatu — cat
maack"in - fly (insect)
muwac — deer

naani — grizzly bear
q“ayacik — wolf
saStup — land animal
sii¢paax — cougar
tatapwin — ant
waaxnii — river otter
?iicq“in - rat, mouse
CiniiA — dog

Cinmi - slug

Animals, sea mammals

kakawin — killer whale
kuukuhwisa — harbour seal
kitanus - fur seal

k¥ak¥aA — sea otter
tukuuk — sea lion

?iihtuup — whale

Animals, seashore

hicin — steamer clam

hiix — small purple sea urchin
Auéum — mussel

gasqiip — sea star

tu¢up — large red sea urchin
ya?isi — butter clam

famiiq — horse clam

20

The body

Ve

i¢i¢i — teeth

¢aheiti — knee

¢aléa - fingernail

¢up - tongue

hapsyup — hair
hitaksut — mouth
hinapat — back
hinumt - body
hiyakA — bottom, rump
kuk*inksu — hand
kuunis — spine
limagsti — mind, spirit
AiSAin - foot

Aak"in — elbow

naAaqat — ribs

ni¢a — nose
papii — ear
qasii — eye

gayapta — arm, leg
taala — belly, stomach
tiiéma — heart

tuhéiti — head
wiit¢inum - brain
?a?apchum - chest
?a?apyumt — shoulder
?imwint — neck

fasii — ankle

fafici — eyebrow



Colours

¢isyuqak — green
hasx"ak — grey
hicpigak — brown
kinucyu - blue
ki¢qvak - yellow
Aihcaqyu - pink

Aihuk — red

Aisuk — white

pipickuk — orange-coloured
tupkak — black
yapiicak — purple, blue

Descriptive words

c¢amihta — proper
k“ac?ii — correct

Aut - good

wicik — not know how
?ap?ii — correct

Tac¢ik — know how

Family

ha¢umsigsu — brother
k"aa?uuc — grandchild
huuémuup - sister

ma-?ayit — family
maamiigsu — older sibling
naniigsu — grandparent
na?riigsu — aunt, uncle
nuwiigsu - father

qataatik — younger brother
taayii — head of family

21

tana — child

wii?uu — nephew

yuk“iigsu — younger sibling
?aasiigsu — niece

?um?iigsu — mother

Feelings

¢umgA — happy

hawiigA — hungry
AupAup?atu — feel hot
Aupyiiha — feel hot
naqmiiha - thirsty
pufatratu — sleepy
pusaak - tired, worn out
ta?il — sick

wiifagA - sad

yumgA — dislike, not want to
?2uusSsuugA — angry
Tatxsumbhi — feel cold

Foods

caqaast — salmon smoked upside
down, skin on

ciix¢uu - fried food, fried bread

¢isgmis — meat

c¢amas — sweets, dessert

¢a?ak — water

ha?um - food, delicious

katkintapah - strawberry

k"aapii — coffee

f(waqmis — herring eggs

AiAickuk — white bread



Aiina — eulachon fish, eulachon oil

Adinagsit — eulachon oil
Auupéuu — bannock bread
Aus¢uu — sun-dried salmon
mux“askin — soapberry
puxc¢uu — yeast bread
pux“aast — sun-dried halibut
gaawic — potatoes

qawii — salmonberry

tii — tea

tupkaapah gawii — blackberry
yama — salal berry

Taak“aast — smoked dog salmon

Captck™ii — fish jerky

The natural world

¢arak — river

¢aacist — island in ocean
¢a?ak - island

¢a?ak — water

hiitapi — up there

hit¢aat — out on the ocean
hinaayit — sky, heaven
hitaaqAas — forest, inland
hitinqis — beach

hupat - sun, moon, month

suéas — tree
supicmis — sand
tupat — salt water, ocean
tatuus — star
?ink — fire

?inksyi — wood

Numbers

cawaak — one
?aAa — two
qacca — three
muu — four

suéa — five

nupu — six
?aApu - seven
?aAak™“at — eight

cawaak"at, ¢cawak"“al — nine

hayu - ten
caqiic — twenty
?aAiiq — forty
qacc¢iiq — sixty
muyiiq — eighty
suéiiq — hundred

People

¢akup — man, husband

tiwahmis — cloud haak“aaA - young woman

mahtii — house haawilaA — young man
mavas — village, home, house tuucma — woman, wife
muksyi — rock, stone tucsac - girl
nisma - land ma?iAqac — boy

naas — day, Creator mixtuk — elder
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nayagak — baby

quu?zas — person

quurassa— Indian, First Nations
person

School objects

haawacsac¢um - table
k“aacsa¢um - chair, bench
k“aacsacus — chair
Adissa¢um — desk

Adisuwil — school

Adisyak — pen, pencil
Aahigs — box

nacaatyak — book, mirror

Seasons

¢u?ich — winter
AaqsiA — spring
Aupiich — summer
fayii¢ch — autumn

Time

hupat - sun, moon, month
ku?at — morning

tuupSiA — evening

?amii — yesterday, tomorrow
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?amiiAik — tomorrow
?amiimit?i — yesterday
?apwin naas — noon
?athii — night

Vehicles

¢apac — canoe

huupuk™“as — car, truck
matuk — airplane

ma?akAi — speedboat
patpat — inboard motorboat

Weather

k“isaa — snowing

liwahyu - cloudy

Aupaa — hot weather, sunny
mataa - cold weather

miAaa — raining

qux“aa - freezing weather
wiigsii — stormy weather
wiiwiiquk — bad environment
yu?i — windy

?uéqak - foggy

?2uuqumhi - calm weather
?uu?uuquk — nice environment



Quick pronunciation guide

This guide offers quick reminders of how to pronounce each letter of the
Nuu-chah-nulth alphabet.

aa

< O

(@) O

=

ii

kW

w

o

58 Boog > x

uh

long ah

ts

explosive ts

ch

explosive ch

as in get

as in hey, and long
h

raspy h

as in it

as in ski, and long
k

rounded k
explosive k
rounded explosive k
hissed [

tl

explosive tl

m

m with a catch

n

n with a catch
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oh or aw

long oh or aw
p

explosive p
back k

rounded back k
s

sh

t

explosive t

as in put

as in due, and long
w

w with a catch
like a cat’s hiss
rounded x

like clearing the throat
rounded x

Yy

y with a catch
catch in throat

catch in throat plus r



