
Some Nuu-chah-nulth mood endings 
Kyuquot-Checleseht dialect 

 
Strong (indicative)  Hearsay (quotative) 

=siˑš, =s *  =niˑš  =waˑʔsš  =waˑʔinš 
=ʔiˑc  =ʔiˑcuːš  =waˑʔc  =waˑʔcuːš 
=ʔiˑš  =ʔiˑtaʔłš  =waˑʔš  =waˑʔtaʔłš 
       
Question (interrogative)  Embedded (relative) 

=ḥaˑs  =ḥin  =qaˑs  =qin 
=ḥaˑk, =k *  =ḥaˑsuː  =ʔiˑtk  =ʔiˑtqsuː 
=ḥaˑ  =ḥaˑʔł  =ʔiˑtq  =ʔiˑtqaʔł 
       
Weak (indefinite)  If (conditional) 

=(y)iːs  =(y)in  =quːs  =qun, =qʷin 
=(y)iːk  =(y)iːsuː  =quːk  =quːsuː 
=(y)iː  =(y)aːł  =quː  =qoːł 
       
The (article)  Legendary (article) 

=ʔiˑ  =ʔaˑł  =ča̓ˑ  =ča̓ʔł 
 

  Command (imperative)   
  ∅  me  us  them   

you  =!iˑ  =!iˑs  =!in  =!aˑʔł  you 
you all  =!iˑč    =!iˑčin  =!iˑčaʔł  you all 
let’s  =!in      =!inł  let’s 

 

Key 

ː  strong long vowel (always long) 

ˑ  weak long vowel (long only in a first or second syllable) 

(C)  vanishing consonant (appears only after vowels) 

=  clitic ending 

!  hardening ending (hardens preceding consonant) 

∅  none (no object) 

   

  * The strong mood ending =siˑš appears only after short stems, and =s only after long stems. 

  * The question mood ending =ḥaˑk appears only after short stems, and =k only after long stems. 

 


