
Some Nuu-chah-nulth mood endings 
Northern dialect 

 
Strong (indicative)  Hearsay (quotative) 

=siˑš, =s *  =niˑš  =waˑʔis  =waˑniš 
=ʔiˑc  =ʔiˑcuːš  =waˑʔic  =waˑʔicuːš 
=ʔiˑš  =ʔiˑšʔał  =waˑʔiš  =waˑʔišʔał 
       
Question (interrogative)  Embedded (relative) 

=ḥs  =ḥin  =qs  =qin 
=k  =ḥsuː  =ʔiˑk  =ʔiˑqsuː 
=ḥ  =ḥʔaˑł  =ʔiˑq  =ʔiˑqʔał 
       
Weak (indefinite) 1  If (conditional) 1 

=(y)iːs  =(y)in  =quːs  =qun 
=(y)iːk  =(y)iːsuː  =quːk  =quːsuː 
=(y)iː  =(y)iːʔał  =quː  =quːʔał 
       
Weak (indefinite) 2  If (conditional) 2 

=(y)iˑs  =(y)in  =quˑs  =qun 
=(y)iˑk  =(y)iˑsuː  =quˑk  =quˑsuː 
=(y)iˑ  =(y)iˑʔał  =quˑ  =quˑʔał 
       
The (article)  Legendary (article) 

=ʔiˑ  =ʔiˑʔał  =ča̓ˑ  c ̌a̓ˑʔał 
 

  Command (imperative)   
  ∅  me  us  them   

you  =!iˑ  =!iˑs  =!in  =!iˑʔał  you 
you all  =!iˑč      =!iˑčʔał  you all 
let’s  =!in      =!inʔał  let’s 

 

Key 

ː  strong long vowel (always long) 

ˑ  weak long vowel (long only in a first or second syllable) 

(C)  vanishing consonant (appears only after vowels) 

=  clitic ending 

!  hardening ending (hardens preceding consonant) 

∅  none (no object) 

  * The strong mood endings =siˑš, =s are interchangeable. 


