
family  Northern Nuu-chah-nulth 

Words for family 
 
naniiqsu grandparent  nananiqsu grandparents 
n̓uw̓iiqsu father  ʔaʔiic ̌u̓m parents 
ʔumʔiiqsu mother  ʔaʔiic ̌u̓m parents 
naʔiiqsu aunt, uncle  nanaʔiqsu aunts, uncles 
m̓aam̓iiqsu older sibling  m̓aam̓aam̓iqsu older siblings 
yu̓kʷiiqsu younger sibling  yu̓yu̓kʷiqsu younger siblings 
ḥačumsiqsu brother  ḥaḥačumsiqsu brothers 
łuucm̓̌uup sister  łułuucm̓̌up sisters 
ta̓na child  taatn̓̓ a children 
ḥaaw̓iłaƛ young man, son  ḥaaw̓iiḥaƛ young men, sons 
ḥaakʷaaƛ young woman, daughter  ḥaatḥaakʷaƛ young women, daughters 
wiiʔuu nephew  wiiwiiʔu nephews 
ʔaasiiqsu niece  ʔaaʔaasiqsu nieces 
kʷaaʔuuc grandchild  kʷakuuc grandchildren 
ƛaayicqum great-grandchild  ƛaaƛaayicqum great-grandchildren 
 
I have one… 
 
Number   Plus –naˑk   Plus possessive  
        
ca̓waak one  ca̓waanak have one  ca̓waakuk have one 
ʔaƛa two  ʔaƛanak have two  ʔaƛaak have two 
qacca̓ three  qacca̓nak have three  qacca̓ak have three 
muu four  muunaak have four  muuʔak have four 
suc ̌a̓ five  suc ̌a̓nak have five  suc ̌a̓ak have five 
n̓upu six  n̓upunak have six  n̓upuʔak have six 
 
The embedded mood 
 
To describe someone according to their relationship to you, add the possessive ending 
(=ʔak, =uk) and an embedded mood ending to a relationship word. 
 
=qs I  ta̓naakqs my child 
=ʔiˑk you  ʔumʔiiqsakʔik your mother 
=ʔiˑq he, she, it  naniiqsakʔi his grandparent 
=qin we  łuucm̓̌uupukqin our sister 
=ʔiˑqsuː you all  n̓uw̓iiqsakʔiqsuu your all’s father 
=ʔiˑqʔał they  ḥaaw̓iłaƛukʔiʔał their son 
 


