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Language circle survival conversations for 
Ehattesaht-Nuchatlaht Nuuchahnulth* 

1. wałyuu • Home 

1A ti̓qpiʔaƛ̓i! ................................................Get up now! 
1B čuu, ti̓qpiƛʔaqƛs.....................................Okay, I’ll get up. 
2A m̓ucǐc ̌̓ uʔaƛ̓i!............................................Get dressed! 
2B m̓ucǐc ̌̓ a̓ƛs. ............................................... I’m dressed now. 
3A haʔukw̓itasnis ̌̓ ! haʔukšiʔaƛ̓i. ...................We’re about to eat! Start eating. 
3B maaxṭaqsǐƛʔic haʔuk̫̓ ap siičił. ...............Thank you for feeding me. 
4A ʔuʔumḥiḥs n̓aacsuuḥ n̓acǎłcu̓ya̓k............Can I watch television? 
4B ƛ̓aaʔumʔasči čaani..................................Go play outside for a while. 
5A waʔičuʔaƛ̓i. ............................................Go to sleep. 
5B čamiḥtaʔum waʔič. ................................. Sleep well. 

2. ƛayaḥuʔał • Greetings 

6A suw̓aaqk.................................................. Is that you? 
6B siya̓aqs. ................................................... It’s me. 
7A sǎḥyu̓tk. ..................................................Are you okay? 
7B sǎḥyu̓ts. yu̓uqʷaak sǎḥyu̓t....................... I’m okay. Are you okay too? 
8A ʔuuqumḥiʔiš. .......................................... It’s nice weather. 
8B ʔaaniʔiš ʔuuqumḥi. ................................. It sure is nice weather. 
9A ʔuyiʔaqƛs n̓aacsiicǐƛ suutił..................... I’ll see you later. 
9B čuu, ʔuyiʔaqƛniš.....................................Okay, later. 
10A sǎḥyu̓ti̓ʔał. ..............................................Take care. 
10B yu̓uqʷaaʔiʔał sǎḥyu̓t. ..............................You take care too. 

3. huuḥtikuwił • Classroom 

11A ʔaqaaqḥ ʔaḥkuu......................................What’s this? 
11B hayumḥis qʷiqii. ..................................... I don’t know what it is. 
12A waaʔii! .................................................... Say it! 
12B čuu, waaʔaqƛs. .......................................Okay, I’ll say it. 
13A ʔuʔumḥiḥs ʔucačiƛ kista̓.........................May I go to the washroom? 
13B ʔuʔumḥiʔic. čaʔaałči...............................You may. Go ahead. 
14A huuxsʔatuʔaqƛḥin. ................................. Shall we take a break? 
14B huuxsʔatuʔin...........................................Let’s take a break. 
15A hawiiʔaƛḥin............................................Are we finished? 
15B hawiiʔaƛniš. ...........................................We’re finished. 
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4. mayi̓ixtuk • Elders 

16A čaa, waaʔatiʔał ___...................................How does one say ___? 
16B ___ waaʔatʔišʔał. ......................................One says ___. 
17A huʔaasʔi waa. ......................................... Say it again! 
17B čuu, huʔaasʔaqƛs waa. ...........................Okay, I’ll say it again. 
18A ƛuułƛuułaʔi ciiqciiqa.............................. Speak slowly. 
18B čuu, ƛuułƛuułaʔaqƛs ciiqciiqa. ..............Okay, I’ll speak slowly. 
19A ʔapciikḥs.................................................Am I saying it right? 
19B ʔapciikʔic................................................You’re saying it right. 
20A nanaʔak wawaayis..................................Do you understand what I’m saying? 
20B wiwik̓aps wawaayik. .............................. I don’t understand what you’re saying. 

5. ʔuukʷimacu̓k • Personal 

21A ʔačaqłak..................................................What’s your name? 
21B ʔukłaas ___. ..............................................My name is ___. 
22A ʔačaaqk...................................................Who are you? 
22B histatḥ̓ s ___. .............................................My tribe is ___. 
 ʔuḥuks ʔumʔiiqsu ___...............................My mother is ___. 
 ʔuḥuks n̓uw̓iiqsu ___. ...............................My father is ___. 
23A čaa, qʷaacumyis hupii suutił. .................How can I help you? 
23B łaakšiʔis hupii.........................................Please help me. 
24A maaxṭaqsǐƛʔic.........................................Thank you. 
 ƛ̓eekoo....................................................Thank you. 
24B čuu..........................................................Acknowledged. 
25A yaaʔakukk siičił. .....................................Do you love me? 
25B yaaʔakuks suutił. .................................... I love you. 

6. ʕaḥtw̓ita̓s • Visiting 

26A wałyuuk!.................................................Are you home? 
26B wałyuus. hiniiʔiʔi. .................................. I’m home. Come in. 
27A tiiʔiicʔaqƛniš. .........................................We’ll have tea. 
27B čuu, tiiʔiica̓p̓is. .......................................Okay, give me some tea. 
28A ḥaaʔaḥiʔiš mink ʔuḥʔiš šuukʷaa. ............There’s the milk and sugar. 
28B čuu..........................................................Acknowledged. 
29A wiikšḥinʔakk taatn̓̓ aʔis............................Are your children okay? 
29B haaha, wiikšḥinʔišʔał..............................Yes, they’re okay. 
30A ʔuyaqḥmisnakk.......................................Do you have news? 
30B ƛułuks ʔuyaqḥmis................................... I have good news. 
 


