greetings Northern Nuu-chah-nulth
Greetings

Conversation

A Sahyutk q“aa. Are you okay?

A wiikshink q“aa. Are you okay?

A ?aaqink. How are you?

B haaha, Sahyuts. Yes, 'm okay.

B haaha, wiikshins. Yes, I'm okay.

B Saahyutsas, Saahyutsas. I’'m really really good!

A ?2uuqumbhih. Is it nice weather?

B haaha, 2uuqumbhi?is. Yes, it’s nice weather.

B ?aani?is q"aa. It sure is.

B wik, wiigsii?is. No, it’s ugly weather.

A ?aaqin?apk. What are you doing?

B mamuuks. I’'m working.

B ?uunakuhs nacatcuyak. I’'m watching TV.

B yaéaswitass wiwekam. I’'m going to go to Campbell River.

B wiiwiikstupas. I’'m doing nothing (of importance).

Words

haaha yes mamuuk work

wik not, no wikstup nothing

Sahyut okay wiiwiikstupa doing nothing

wiikShin okay yacas go to town

q“aa how uuiaqci Oclucje

?aaqin how uuAuqci Oclucje

?aaqin?ap do what ?iihatis Ehatis, Zeballos

?2uuqumhi nice, calm weather huupsitas Houpsitas, Kyuquot

wiigsii ugly, stormy weather wiwekam Campbell River

?2uunakuh watch ¢uumufaas Port Alberni

nacatcuyak television mituuni Victoria

Advanced

A complete sentence in Nuu-chah-nulth usually requires a mood ending on the first
word of the sentence. A mood ending indicates the mood and subject of the sentence.
The subject is who the sentence is about. The mood is what the speaker is trying to
accomplish, such as making a statement or asking a question.
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(1)  subject strong mood weak mood question mood
I =si'§, =sis, =s = (y)iis, =(y)is =hs
you =?ic, =?ic = (y)iik, =(y)ik =k
he, she, it =17i'S, =7iS =(y)ii, =(y)i =h
we =ni'$ =(y)in =hin

A vowel with a single dot (i*) is a weak long vowel, and a vowel with a double dot (i) is
a strong long vowel. A letter in parentheses—as in = (y)i:s—only appears with certain
stems and endings. These patterns are discussed in detail in later lessons.

The strong mood endings are used to make statements.

(2) sahyut=s. I’'m okay.
mamuuk =s. I’'m working.
?uuqumbi = ?iS. The weather’s nice.
?a?apwa = ?ic. You're saying it right.

The question mood endings are used to ask questions.

(3) sahyut=k. Are you okay?
?aaqgin?ap=k What are you doing?
2uuqumhi=Hh. Is it nice weather?

?a?apwa=hs. Am [ saying it right?

The weak mood endings are used for embedded statements, and for some questions.

(4) cumgqAs ?in Sahyut=ik. I'm glad that you’re okay.
hayumbhis yaq =ii. I don’t know who he is.
¢aa q“aa?ap =ik. I wonder what you’re doing?
q“aacum =yis hupii suutit. I wonder how I can help you?
Exercises

1. Awareness. Practise the conversations from the beginning of this lesson. Find the
mood endings in these sentences, and say what mood and subject they indicate.

2. Conversation. With a partner, make short conversations consisting of a question and
an answer, by adding the endings =k, =s, and =sis to these words and phrases.

Sahyut mamuuk ?ucaciiwitas 2uuiaqéi
wiikshin ?uunakuh nacalé¢uyak ?ucadiAwitas huupsitas
wiiwiikstupa ?2uunakuh Canucks ?aagin?ap
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Weather

Conversation

A ?aaqinh naas?ii. How’s the day?

A ?aaqgin?aih naas. How’s the day?

A ?aaqin?aAih Aaa?aas. How is it outside?

B Aupaa?is. It’s hot, sunny.

B miAaa?is. It’s raining.

B 2uuqumhi?is. It’s calm weather.

B wiigsii?is. It’s ugly weather.

A mataah. Is it cold weather?

B haaha, malaa?is. Yes, it’s cold.

B wik?ii$ mataa. Aupaa?is. It isn’t cold. It’s warm!

A ?ucqakh. Is it foggy?

B haaha, ?u¢qak?is. Yes, it’s foggy.

B wik?ii$ 2ucqak. ?aanahi?is tiwahyu. It isn’t foggy. It’s only cloudy.

Words

naas day, Creator ?ucéqak foggy

?aaqin how miAaa raining

Aaa?raas outdoors k" isaa snowing

mataa cold weather ?2uuqumhi nice, calm weather

Aupaa hot weather, sunny wiigsii ugly, stormy weather

liwahyu cloudy uu?uuquk nice surroundings

yu?i windy wiiwiiquk ugly surroundings

Advanced

The word riaas can mean ‘day, weather, nature’, or ‘Creator, Mother Earth’.

The weather is an it, so sentences about the weather use the mood endings for ‘he, she,
it’. Use =h to ask about the weather, and = ?is to make statements about it.

?2ucqak =h.
?ucqak = ?is.
wik = ?ii§ ?ucqak.

Is it foggy?
It’s foggy.
It isn’t foggy.

Is it cold weather?
It’s cold.
It isn’t cold.

(1) malaa=h.
rhalaa = ?is.
wik = ?ii$ malaa.
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The ending =7?i¥ contains a weak long vowel (V*), which is sometimes long, and
sometimes short. Weak long vowels are long only when they appear in one of the first
two syllables of a word. That is, they are long only after a one-syllable stem.

The mood ending in a Nuu-chah-nulth sentence goes on the first word of the predicate,
which is usually the first word of the sentence.

(2) yu?i=h. Is it windy? yu?i=72is. It’s windy.
wik =h yu?i. Isn’t it windy? wik = ?ii§ yu?i. It isn’t windy.
?iih =h yu?i. Is it very windy? ?iih = ?ii$ yu?i. It’s very windy.

The following table shows how to form a question and a statement with each weather
word from this lesson.

3) stem question statement
cold matlaa mataa=h. mataa = ?2is.
hot Aupaa Aupaa =h. Aupaa = 2i8.
cloudy liwahyu liwahyu=h. liwahyu = 2is.
raining miAaa miAaa=h. miAaa = ?2is.
snowing  k“isaa k“isaa=h. k“isaa = ?is.
windy yu?i yu?i=h. yu?i=72is.
foggy ?ucéqak ?ué¢qak =h. ?ucéqak = ?is.
calm 2uuqumbhi 2uuqumbhi=h. ?2uuqumbhi = ?iS.
stormy wiigsii wiigsii =h. wiigsii = ?i8.
nice uu?uuquk  ?uu?uuquk=h. uu?uuquk = ?is.
not nice wiiwiiquk wiiwiiquk =h. wiiwiiquk = ?iS.

Roots, stems, and predicates are important concepts in word-building, while an
understanding of weak long vowels is important to learning accurate pronunciation.
We will learn more about these concepts in later lessons.

Exercises

1. Word-building. For each weather word, say the word, a question based on it (with
=h), a positive statement (with = ?i'§), and a negative statement (with wik?iis).

2. Conversation. Discuss the weather with a partner. For each weather word, one
partner asks a question (with =h), and the other answers (with = ?i's).
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Conversation

A ?aqaaqh ?ahkuu.

A ?aqgictah ?ahnii.

B Adisyak?is.

B ?uklaa?is Aiisyak.

B hayumbhis.

A ?a?aqu?ath?al __ ciiqciqasa.
B waaniis?at __ .

A ?agafaih naas.

B nupciit?aA?is.

A ?2u?umhihs nagsiA.

A ?2u?umbhihs ?2ucaciA Su?ul?i.
B 2u?umbhi?ic.

B wimaaqgAz?ic.

A ?apciikhs.

B ?apciik?ic.

B wikciik?ic.

A Rwaé?iihs.

B k"ac?ii?ic.

B ?aani?ic.

Words

Adisyak pen, pencil
nacaatyak book
haawacsacum table

Adissa¢um desk

k"aacacus chair

?2u?umbhi can

wimaaqA cannot

¢amihta right, correct, proper
k“ac?ii right, correct, proper
?apciik say correctly

wikciik say incorrectly

Northern Nuu-chah-nulth

Classroom talk

What'’s this?
What’s that called?
It’s a pen.

It’s called a pen.

I don’t know.

How do you say ___ in Nuu-chah-nulth?
Wesay __.

What day is it?
It’s Monday.

Can I get a drink?

Can I go to the washroom?
You can.

You can’t.

Am I saying it right?
You’re saying it right.
You're not saying it right.

Am I right?
You’re right.
You're right on.

?aani really

?aqaaq what

?a?aqu say what

?aqicta called what

?uklaa called, named
?ahkuu this

?ahnii that (near you)
haa?ahi that

huu?ahi that (far away)

=h he, she, it (question)
=?i's he, she, it (statement)
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Classroom songs

?a ?aa ce ¢e ¢a ée ha ha

2i ?ii ka ke k"a k“e ta Aa Ra

ma ma na na pa pe qa q“a

si &i te fe ?2u ?uu wa wa

xa xa x"e x"e ye ye fe ?a

2e ?ee 20 200—Aeekoo 2um?i.
huhtikSiAnee$ nuunuucata.
yuuq“aa?ic¢ nee namilSiA ya.

?a ?aa ce ¢e ¢a ée—wawaa.
siyaas?ic hupat

siyaas?ic hupat, ?anaakis hupat.
¢umqAiap?ic sii¢il, Aiwahyu?aiqu.
wiiyayik huhtik q“aa?akis yaa?ak.
wikii kap$iA. siyaas?i hupat.
huksaa

cawaak, ?aAa, qac¢a, muu,

suéa ?uh?is$ nupu, ?aApu, 2akak“al,

cawaak"al ?uh?is hayu.
?ahkuu?is suca. 2ahkuu?i$ hayu.

naasminh?i

nupciit, 2aA¢iit, qac¢acit, muuciit,

sudadit, nupucit, 2aApucit, 2aipucit.

?aApu?is naasminh?i.

nupucil?aA.?is, nupucit?ai?is
Aah naas?ii, Aah naas?ii.
suéaditint ?arhiimit?i.
?aApucit?agA 2amiiAik.
hawii?aAnis 2uugmisit.

Exercises

Northern Nuu-chah-nulth

... Thank you, Mom.

We have learned to speak Nuu-chah-nulth.
Now you all try it too!

Saying...

You Are My Sunshine

You are my sunshine, my only sunshine.

You make me happy when skies are grey.
You never know, dear, how much I love you.
Oh please don’t take my sunshine away.

The Counting Song

One, two, three, four,
five and six, seven, eight,
nine and ten.

This is five., This is ten.

The Days of the Week

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday—seven days.
The week has seven days.

Today is Saturday, today is Saturday
all day long, all day long.

Yesterday was Friday.

Tomorrow will be Sunday.

Now we’re done having fun.

1. Word-building. Build a sentence for each day of the week. Start with a number,
then add —¢it, then add =!aA = ?i'S to make a complete sentence.
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Introductions

Conversation

A ?acaqtak.
B ?uktaas Sally.
B ?uktaasis Sally.

?acaqtah haa?ahi cakup?i.
?uktaa?is David.
hayumhis yagtaayi.

oo llwe e 2

waastathk.
histaths nucaaX.
nucaaA.?aths.
nucaaA.?aqsups.

W

Introducing oneself

naraatah?ic!

?uktaas naaskuusak.

Fidelia ?uktaasia maamaamainiqa.
?iihatis?aqsups.

histathsi?aAs Saahuus.

?2uhuk*ints 2um?iigsu ¢iizitumqa, Esther.
?2uhuk“ints nuwiiqsu ¢aacaathin, Joseph.

?2uhuk“ints nananigsu k“iixaap ?uh?is
kiithaA ?um?acut, ?uh?is?at taaya
2uh?i$ Aaaska nuwacut.

¢umgqAsii$ 2ah q¥aaqin hiSumyit
naanavii¢iAaya.

Aeekoo ?in na?raatahintisuu siicit.

cuud.

Words
fumtii

quu?assa fumtii
mamatni Sumtii

name
traditional name
English name

ciigciqasa speak Nuu-chah-nulth
maamaamainiqa speak English

?acaaq, ?ac- who

?acaqta named what (person)

What’s your name?
My name is Sally.
My name is Sally.

What’s that man’s name?
His name is David.
I don’t know his name.

What tribe are you from?

I’'m Nuchatlaht.

I’m Nuchatlaht.

I’'m a Nuchatlaht woman (or girl).

Listen, you all!

My name is naaskuusaAi.

I am also called Fidelia in English.

I am an Ehattesaht woman.

I am now Ahousaht (by marriage).

My mother was ¢ii?itumqa, or Esther.

My father was ¢aacaathin, or Joseph.

My grandparents were k"iixaap and
kiithaA. on my mother’s side, and
taaya and Aaaska on my father’s side.

I’'m happy that we’re here, learning to
understand our own language.

Thank you all for listening to me.

That’s all.

?uklaa called, named
—(Otar, —kiar called, named
histath from tribe

—lath from tribe

-lagsup from tribe (female)
=Aa and, also, too
=?ak, =uk (possessive ending)
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Advanced

The ending —!ath is used in the names of tribes.

(1) nuucaanui?ath Nuu-chah-nulth Aa?uuk“i?ath Tla-o-qui-aht
¢iiqAis?ath Checleseht yuuturit?ath Ucluelet
qaajluuRWath Kyuquot tuk™aa?ath Toquaht
nucaaA.?ath Nuchatlaht huucugAis?ath Uchucklesaht
?iihatis?ath Ehattesaht ¢iSaa?ath Tseshaht
¢inixint?ath Chinehkint huupaéas?ath Hupacasath
muwadath Mowachaht huutiirath Huu-ay-aht
hisk“ii?ath Hesquiaht niitiina?ath Ditidaht
qitcma?ath Kelsemaht paaciina?ath Pacheedaht
faahuus?ath Ahousaht q“inis¢atath Makah

The endings —!ath and —!aqsup are hardening endings (signified by /).

(2) qaayuuk Easy Inlet muwac deer
qaayuuk“ath Kyuquot person muwacath Mowachaht person
qaayuuk“agsup Kyuquot female muwacaqsup Mowachaht female

Use ?uhuk plus a relationship word (like Pum?iigsu, riuwiigsu), to describe how you are
related to others. ?uhuk is the root ?uh ‘be’, plus the possessive ending =uk. You can
also add the possessive endings = ?ak, =uk directly to relationship words.

3 ?uhuks ?um?iigsu Elspeth. My mother is Elspeth.

?ump?iigsaks Elspeth. My mother is Elspeth.
?uhuks tuuémuup Jane. Jane is my sister.
huuérhuupuks Jane. Jane is my sister.

When discussing deceased people, it is proper to use the past tense =in(t), =mi(t).

4 ?2uhukints 2um?iigsu Esther. My late mother was Esther.
nuwiigsakints Joseph. My late father was Joseph.
Exercises

1. Word-building. For each Nuu-cha-nulth tribe name, say its stem, its general form
(with —!ath), and its female form (with —!agsup).

2. Conversation. Discuss what tribes you and others belong to. Ask with waastath plus
=k, and answer with histath plus =s, = ?icc, =2i'5, =ni's.
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Conversation

?aaqin?aph ?awatin?i.
mataa?is$ ?awatin.
hayumhis q“aa?api.

oo llwe e 2

?aaqin?aph.

kamitquk?i$ haak“aaA.?i.
susaa?i$ suuhaa?i.
¢apaak?i§ Cakup?i.
Aatwaa?i$ tuucma?i.
wa?ic¢?is nayaqak?i.

[ssBlec Rl Ros Ao R -

?aaqinh.
pusaak?i$ haawitaA.?i.
puSat?atu?is nayaqak?i.

o= >

Advanced

Northern Nuu-chah-nulth

Simple sentences

What is the eagle doing?
The eagle is flying.
I don’t know what it’s doing.

What is he, she, it doing?

The girl is running.

The spring salmon is swimming.
The man is going by canoe.

The woman is paddling.

The baby is sleeping.

How is he, she, it?
The young man is tired.
The baby is sleepy.

A complete sentence is based on a predicate, which is the event that the sentence is
about. A sentence might also contain participants, or the things involved in that event.

sentence predicate participants

(1)  She slept. slept she
(2) Jen ate a cookie. ate (a cookie) Jen, cookie
3 The bear is sniffing the box. is sniffing (the box) bear, box

In Nuu-chah-nulth, the first thing in a sentence is usually the predicate. In English, the
first thing is usually the subject, which is the most important participant.

4 sayaa?i$ ¢arak?i. The island is far away.
(5) Tapk“aa?i$ haawitaA luucma?i. The woman is hugging the boy.

In Nuu-chah-nulth, a predicate can be a verb (‘sleep’), noun (‘bear’), adjective (‘bad’),
or other kind of word. In English, a predicate has to include a verb.

(6) wa?ic?i§ nayaqak?i. The baby is sleeping.

(7 ¢ums?iiS huu?ahi. That is a bear (over there).
(8) pisaq?is haa TiniiA?i. That is a bad dog.

9 hitinqis?aA.?i§ naniiq. Grandma is at the beach.
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The strong mood ending = ?i'§ indicates that the main participant is ‘he’, ‘she’, or ‘it’. It
can be pronounced = ?iis or = ?i$, depending on the shape of its stem.

stem sentence
(10) suu suu?iis. He’s holding it.
11D q“aa q“aa?iis. That’s how it is.
(12) ?ucéqak ?2ucéqak?is. It’s foggy
(13) ¢apaak ¢apaak?i§ ¢akup?i. The man is going by canoe.
14 malaa mataa?is. It’s cold weather.
(15) Aihaa Aihaa?i§ huupuk“as?i. The car is going.
(16) saasin saasin?is. It’s a hummingbird.
a7 2u?usum 2u?usum?is. He wants some.

The ending = ?i" means ‘the’. It is pronounced = ?ii or = ?i, depending on its stem.

stem the...
(18) ¢ums ¢ums?ii the bear
(19) naas naas?ii the day
(20) ¢akup c¢akup?i the man
(21) haak“aaA.  haak“aaA?i the young woman
(22) luucma fuucma?i the woman
(23) mahtii mahtii?i the house
(24) ha?um ha?um?i the food
(25) ?awatin ?awatin?i the eagle
Exercises

1. Word-building. For every noun in the Conversation section, say the noun alone,
with =2?i", and with = ?i'S. Translate into English.

» nayaqak ‘baby’ / nayaqak?i ‘the baby’ / nayaqak?is. ‘It’s a baby.’

2. Word-building. Use action word flashcards, or the Grandma and Me book. Say every
action word alone, with = ?i's, and with =ni's. Translate.

» wa?i¢ ‘sleep’ / wa?i€?iS. ‘She is sleeping.” / wa?i¢nis. ‘We are sleeping.’

3. Conversation. With a partner, make short questions and answers about what people,
animals, and things are doing in pictures.

» A ?aaqin?aph huupuk¥as?i. ‘What is the car doing?’. / B Aihaa?i§ huupuk“as?i.
‘The car is going.’
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