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Telling stories 

∞ Exercise 1. Tell a short story of about four simple sentences. Use past or future tense 
only if you are already comfortable with it. If there is more than one way to say 
something, use the simplest expression. 

∞ Exercise 2. When you can tell a four-sentence story without reading, then you can 
make it longer. Add appropriate glue words, like –!aƛ, ʔaḥʔaaʔaƛ, ʔani, ʔin. Use 
appropriate sequences of mood, such as REAL-NEUT, STRG-NEUT, HRSY-NEUT. 

∞ Exercise 3. With a partner, take turns setting each other up. Tell your partner to tell 
a story, or ask what they’re going to talk about (see set: Storytelling). 

1. Wild Woman 1 

Wild Woman is a big woman. ............................................. N ʔiiḥ, BCT ʔiḥaqaq, N ʔiḥaq 
(cont.)..................B ʔiʔišsuʔił, C ʔiyiki, ʔiyikałamu, ʔahakayłimaq, T maƛuuḥas, Q niipił 
She has many names. ..............................N ʔayaak, N ʕimtii, BLA ʕaaʕimti, HT ʕaaʕumti 
She has a big basket. ...........................................N ʔiiḥ, N ʔiiḥnaak, N ʔunaak, N qaʔuuc 
She takes children. ..........................................N sukʷiƛ, N kuuw̓ił, N kuukuułš, N ʕačšiƛ 

2. Wild Woman 2 

She carries a burden basket........................... B ʔuucspanač, CT ʔuucpanač, Q ʔuucpaanč 
She puts pitch gum on their eyes. 
“I have good gum,” she says. 
Don’t take her gum! 
Come home! 
…before it gets dark. 

2. Wild Woman knocks 

Tom was playing outside................................ pisatmas, ƛ̓aaʔumʔas, ƛ̓aaʔims, ʔaniicn̓aas 
He saw Wild Woman. ...........................................................n̓acǔʔał, n̓aacsiicǐƛ, n̓aaciicƛ̌ 
He ran home...................................................... kamitqšiƛ, kamatqšiƛ, kamitqšƛ, wałšiƛ 
He hid under the bed. ................ huptšiƛ, haptšiƛ, hiya̓qƛpiƛ, saʔaqƛpiƛ, čimʔił, čumʔił 
She knocked on the door............................................................ cu̓uqsʔatinƛ, ƛ̓iiksʔatinƛ 
“Don’t let her in!” he said. ................................................... mačinup, hiniiʔitap, hiniitp* 

3. A boy, a dog and a frog 

A boy was walking. .............................. yaacuk, yacmaas, meʔiƛqac, maʔiƛqac, maʔiƛqc 
He was with his dog. ..................ʔukʷink, ʔuukʷinkpanač, ʔuukʷinkpaanč, ʕiniiƛ, ʕaniiƛ 
He was carrying a bucket and a net. ..... ʔuucs, ʔuuc, hiniics, hiniic, c ̌a̓xʷac, c ̌a̓xʷic, ci̓ma 
They saw a frog. ......................................................................................................waaʕit 
The boy swung his net. ..................................................................... ʔuuḥw̓ał ci̓ma, ci̓cǐƛ 
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The frog jumped....................................................................... tuxšiƛ, ḥimqšiƛ, ḥumqšiƛ 
The boy missed................................................................................................ łiʔaa, łuʔaa 
He fell down.........................................................waḥʔas, waḥʔiiƛ, caqyaʕas, ƛapḥ̓ yaʕas 
The frog was watching him................yaaʔał, n̓aacsuuḥ, n̓aacuuḥ, ʔuun̓akuḥ̓ , ʔuun̓akuuḥ̓  
It was sitting on a branch............................ ti̓qʷaas, hiłaas, k̓ʷasitim, k̓ʷasitum, k̫̓ ask̫̓ iit 
 


