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Telling stories 

∞ Exercise 1. Tell a short story of about four simple sentences. Use only present tense. 
If there is more than one way to say something, use the simplest expression. 

∞ Exercise 2. Use appropriate glue words and connectives, like ləʔəm, ləm̓is. Use the 
hearsay ending –lə̓ʔe when appropriate. 

∞ Exercise 3. With a partner, take turns setting each other up. Tell your partner to tell 
a story, or ask what they’re going to talk about. 

1. Wild Woman 

Wild Woman is a big woman. .........................................w̓ałas, w̓aladᶻi, cə̓daq, dᶻunuq̫̓ a 
She has a big basket. ..............................................................................ləxěʔ–s, tigʷigeʔ* 
She takes children. ..............................................................gəluƛa –x–̌, gax̌naxwa da –x–̌ 
Come home before it ets dark. ..................................... ǧila nen̓akʷ ki̓ʔsm̓əʔe p̓ədəxʔidaʔ. 

2. The boy with a knife 

A boy had a knife. ........................................................................... ka̓wayu, ka̓wayunukʷ 
He saw Wild Woman. ..................................................... duqʷəla, duxw̓̌id –x–̌, la–x–̌ ʔaƛ̓i 
Wild Woman took the children. ........................................................daxʔid, daxʔicuʔ –s– 
She threw them in her basket....................................... cəxču̓d, cəxču̓cuʔ –s–, la–x–̌ ləxěʔ 

3. The brave pig 

Johnny had a pig..................................................gʷəsunukʷ, gʷəsunuxw̓id, ƛayu̓p̓ ̓ qəʔa* 
The pig walked around with the dogs. ................................... yalagəls̓ dluʔ, w̓aci̓, w̓əʔoci̓ 
The children were laughing. .....................................................dəʔłəla, didəʔłəla, nəǧəkʷ 
A cougar jumped on the pig. ................məm̓isa, dəxʷsəm –x–̌, dəxʷsəmsuʔ –s–, ʔudaxʔid 
The pig bit the cougar. ................................................... q̓əkała, q̓əxʔid –x–̌, q̓əxʔicuʔ –s– 
The cougar died. ................................................................................ ya̓xʔid, łəla̓mas –x–̌ 

4. A boy, a dog and a frog 

A boy was walking. 
He was with his dog. 
He was carrying a bucket and a net. ..................................dala, dała –x–̌, naǧaci̓, kənayu  
They saw a frog. 
The boy swung his net. ..............................................................................................kəna 
The frog jumped. 
The boy missed. 
He fell down. 
The frog was watching him. 
It was sitting on a branch. 
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