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Lesson 4. Classroom

4.1. Learning goals for year 1

+ to memorize 11 conversations concerning the classroom and talking to elders

* to be able to use the mood endings —ha, —-ma in conversation

+ to be able to ask for and give permission using camut, wiktmaa

+ to recognize 4 moods: real (-ma), weak (-yii), question (—ha), and command (-?i)

4.2. Conversations

1A ?aqagha ?ahkuu.
1B qicyakma.

2A wee?ii!
2B ¢uu, waaraagAah.

3A  naraatah?i!
3B ¢uu, na?aatah?aaqAiah.

4A  camuthas 2ucaciA ¢iisut.
4B ¢amute?ic. wataakdi.

5A  huuxs?atu?aagqAhin.
5B  huuxs?atu?in.

6A hasiiRaKhin.
6B  hasiikaAin.

7A waavratii?aata .
7B waalatma?raata .

8A hu?aas?i waa.
8B ¢uu, hu?aas?aagAah waa.

9A  laaksi?i AuutAuuta ciiqciiqa.

9B  ¢uu, AuntAuutaagAah ciigciiqa.

10A ?apsciikhas.

10B ?apsciike?ic.

11A nana?ahak wawaayiis.
11B  wiwikamah wawaayiik.
4.3. Words
c¢uk“aa......cccceeeennnnn. come here
kaa?a.....ccceeeeeeennnnee give me
CiiSulb....coeeeeeeennn. washroom
nacaatyak ............... book

What is this?
It’s a pencil.
Say it!

Okay, I'll say it.
Listen!

Okay, I'll listen.

May I go to the washroom?
You may. Go ahead.

Shall we take a break?
Let’s take a break.

Are we finished?
We're finished.

How do you say __?

You say __.

Say it again!

Okay, I'll say it again.

Please speak slowly.

Okay, I'll speak slowly.

Am I saying it right?

You’re saying it right.

Do you understand what I'm saying?

I don’t understand what you’re saying.

Aahigs....ccoeeeeeeennnne. box
gicyak.....coceveeeeeennnn. pen, pencil
?ahkuu.................... this

Y2131 111 DU that (by you)
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& L - o [N what A1 2:T: D say

k“aasacus ............... chair namatsSii................. try

qiicsac¢im ................ desk 2UCaACIA .. go to
hawacsa¢im~™.......... table (for eating) walaak.....cceveneennn. go to
hasiik......cccceeeeeeeeens finish huhtak .......cccceeeeees know
na?aatah................. listen hayaa?rak................. not know
ciciginK.......uevvevvennes pray huhtaksia ............... learn, find out
huuxs?atu............... rest huuhtaksiih............. learning
Camut ......ccceeeeeeens can huuhtaksiih?ap........ teaching
wiklmaa................. cannot NANAa?a ....ueeeeeeeeeeennns understand
?a?aatuU...ueeeeeeeennes ask wiwikap.......ocoee..... not understand

4.4. Notes on identifying objects

The real mood ending —-ma can be added to a word to say what something is.

@)) word sentence
qicyak pencil  qicyak-ma. It is a pencil.
k%Yaasacus chair k“Yaasa¢us-ma. It is a chair.

o« Exercise 1. With a partner, ask what classroom objects are. Use the words below.

?ahkuu this qicyak pen, pencil
?ahnii that (by you) k“aasa¢us  chair

nacaatyak book qiicsa¢im desk

Xahiqs box hawacsa¢im table (for eating)

Example. A. 2agagha ?ahkuu. ‘What’s this?’ B. nacaatyakma. ‘It’s a book.’
Example. A. 2aqagha ?ahnii. ‘What’s that?’ B. giicsa¢cimma. ‘It’s a desk.’

The question mood ending —ha is used to ask if something is so.

(2) question statement
nacaatyak-ha. Is it a book? nacaatyak-ma. It is a book.
Aahigs-ha ?ahnii. Is that a box? Aahigs-ma. It is a box.

~ Exercise 2. With a partner, ask whether things are what you think they are. A asks
with —ha, and B answers with —-ma. Use the same words as in exercise 1.

Example. A. k"aasacusha ?ahkuu. ‘Is this a chair?’ B. k"aasacusma. ‘It’s a chair.’
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4.5. Notes on commands
Commands usually include a command ending, such as —?i, —?in, —i, —2im.

(3) naraatah-?i! Listen! hitaash—¢i pisatuk. Go play outside.
huuxs?atu-?in. Let’s take a break. Aul-2im we?ic. Sleep well.

The words cuk"aa ‘come here’ and kaa?a ‘give me’ are special command words. They
can be used without an ending (although they do sometimes take endings).

~ Exercise 3. With a partner, use kaa?a to ask for the following classroom objects.
nacaaljak book qicyak pen, pencil Aahiqs box ?ahnii that

Example. A. kaa?a Aahigs. ‘Give me a box.” B. maa. ‘Here you go.’

For more on commands, see lesson 8 Actions.
4.6. Notes on permission
The words ¢amut, wiktmaa can be used to ask for and give permission.

(4) camul-has yaa?at pikéas¢uyak. May I watch television?
¢amul-e?ic. You may.
wikilmhaa-me?ic. You may not.

~ Exercise 4. With a partner, take turns asking for permission to do the following
things. Person B can answer ‘You may’, or ‘You may not’.

namalsia try ha?uk eat
?a?aatuu ask hitaash pisatuk play outdoors
huuxs?atu  rest ?ucadiA ¢iiSut go to the washroom

qiicgiicafas go to school yaaral pikCas¢uyak watch television

Example. A. ¢amuthas namalsiA. ‘May I try?’ B. camute?ic. ‘You may.’

4.7. Notes on mood

Lesson 3 introduced the concept of mood, and described three moods. A fourth
important mood is the weak mood, which takes forms like —yii, —ii. The weak mood is
used where other moods do not fit.
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(5) nana?ahak wawaa-yiis. Do you understand what I'm saying?
wiwikamah wawaa-yiik. I don’t understand what you’re saying.
waarat-ii—?aata blanket. How do you say blanket?

Four important moods are compared below. You are not expected to remember all of
these, but you should be able to recognize them. You are expected to remember the
question endings —hak, —ha, and the real endings —(m)ah, -ma.

(6)  subject real weak question ~ command
I —(m)ah —(y)iis -has
you —(m)e?ic —(y)iik -hak -, 41
he, she, it |-ma -(y)ii -ha
we —(m)in —(y)in -hin —2in, —=&in

 Exercise 5. Find the mood endings in this lesson’s conversations. For every
sentence with a mood ending, say what the mood and subject of the sentence are.

4.8. Test yourself

After finishing this lesson, you should be able to say these things in Nuu-chah-nulth.

1. Give me a pen. 8. You may.

2. How do you say book? 9. Idon’t understand what you’re saying.
3. Listen! 10. Say it!

4. What is this? 11. Say it again!

5. Isita box? 12. Am I saying it right?

6. It’s a box. 13. Let’s take a break.

7. May I take a break? 14. We're finished.
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