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Nuuchahnulth Language Circle Lessons supplement* 

1. Overview 
2. Local prayers and openings 
 2.1–2.2. Kyuquot-Checleseht dialect (QC) 
 2.3–2.4. Ehattesaht-Nuchatlaht dialect (IN) 
 2.5–2.6. Central dialects (C) 
 2.7–2.8. West Barkley Sound dialect (WB) 
 2.9–2.11. East Barkley Sound dialect (EB) 
3. Nuuchahnulth 1 mood endings 
4. A sentence structure model 
5. A word structure model 

1. Overview 

This supplement to Language Circle Lessons for Nuuchahnulth 1 contains additional 
materials for teachers and learners. The prayers and openings can be used to begin 
classes and other gatherings. The sections on mood endings, sentence structure, and 
word structure review information that is presented throughout the first-year adult 
lessons, which some learners will want to be able to refer to quickly. 

This supplement includes information on all dialects. For more information on 
grammatical topics, see the Nuuchahnulth Language Circle grammar reference. 

2. Local prayers and openings 

These prayers and opening statements were prepared by local elders and language 
teachers to use in their classes. Please feel free to use them in your own circles. 

2.1. ciciqinkyi̓k • Prayer (QC)1 

1. ḥaałap ḥaw̓aał, ƛ̓aakoo ʔin ʔuyiiyiik 
n̓aasʔii. ƛ̓aakoo ʔin tiic ̌a̓piik nuuḥił. 

O Creator, thank you for giving the day. 
Thank you for our lives. 

2. łaakšiʔčin hupii k̓ʷačʔiiqčk. łaakšiʔčin 
huʔaay ciciqkqin. 

Please help us to do right. Please give us 
back our language. 

3. ƛ̓aakoo waaniiš suutił. čuu. We say thank you. Amen. 

                                                 
* (CC BY) 2015–2017 Quuquuatsa Language Society. See quuquuatsa.ca and creativecommons.org. See 
footnotes for information on individual contributors. Edited by Adam Werle. 
1 Prayer: 20111012 by Pat Nicolaye and Al Vincent. Revised 20150915. 
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2.2. qʷaaʔaƛqin • How we are (QC)2 

1. maaxṭaqsƛ̌icuuš ʔaḥkuu qʷaaʔiitqsuu 
hišimył. ʔiiḥmiskʷniš ciciqkqin, yaqin 
qaayu̓uktḥ̓ , c ̌i̓iqƛisitḥ. ʔaḥkooƛin 
huʔacaʔpw̓its̓. 

You have done a good thing, gathering 
together here. Our Kyuquot and 
Checleseht language is important, and we 
are here to bring it back. 

2. wikiic ̌̓ im w̓aaʔak. hišuknišʔinł wikcičƛ. Don’t be shy. We all make mistakes. 

3. wikiic ̌̓ im naawaḥ ʔaʔaatuu. 
huḥtikšƛmaʕqƛquuk, ʔaʔaatuucimc. 

Don’t hesitate to ask. The only way to 
learn is to ask. 

4. ʔuuqmiskʷaqƛniš huuḥtikšiiḥ 
ciiqciqsas. ciiqciqsasḥaqƛnis ̌ƛ̓iixʷaa. 

We will make learning our language fun. 
We will be laughing in our language. 

2.3. ciciqinkya̓k • Classroom prayer (IN)3 

1. ƛ̓eekoo ḥaałapi ḥaw̓eeł, ʔin ƛaʔuučipik 
nuuḥił n̓aas, ʔin ʔuuya̓łukʷintik 
waʔičinqin. 

Thank you, Creator, for giving us another 
day, and for watching over us while we 
slept. 

2. hiya̓ałukcǐp̓in maʔas, maatmaas, 
ʔaayu̓usḥ̌yu̓ms, ʔuusy̌a̓am̓inḥʔi, 
taʔiłm̓inḥʔi. 

Watch over all families, tribes, relatives, 
those with problems, and the sick. 

3. taakšiʔinʔał kutiic. taakšiʔap̓inʔał 
ʔaʔapwa, ʔuḥʔiš ʔuuḥtaasa, ʔunw̓iiƛḥ 
ʔayaakin ʔiiqḥii mamums. 

Always lead us in the right direction. 
Always help us say the right things, and 
to behave well, because we still have a 
lot of work to do. 

4. čuu. Amen. 

2.4. maax̣taqsǐƛʔicuuš • Opening statement (IN)4 

1. maaxṭaqsǐƛʔicuuš ʔaḥ qʷaaʔiiqsuu 
hišumyiƛ. 

Thank you all for coming together here. 

2. hisǔkw̓itasnis ̌huuḥtiksǐiḥ̓ . 
ʔiisaaksta̓łnišʔał. hupiicta̓łnišʔał. hišukniš 
ʔiiḥmis. 

We are all going to learn. We respect 
each other. We help each other. We are 
all important. 

3. ʔunaakquk ḥaaḥuupac ̌a̓k, 
ḥaaḥuupaʔin. hupiimaḥsatquk, wik̓ii 
w̓aaʔak waa—hupiiʔis. 

If you have teachings, then teach us. If 
you need help, don’t be shy to say, “Help 
me.” 

                                                 
2 How we are: 20150916 by Tess Smith, Al Vincent, and Adam Werle. Revised 20150923. 
3 Classroom prayer: 20120306 by Fidelia Haiyupis. Revised 20150827. 
4 Opening statement: 20130920 by Fidelia Haiyupis. Revised 20150827. 
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2.5. ciciqinkya̓k • Prayer (C)5 

1. ḥaałapi ḥaw̓ił, ƛ̓eekoo waamaḥsaniš 
naʔaataḥsuk niiḥił. 

Creator, we want to say thank you for 
listening to us. 

2. hupiiʔis huuḥtakšiiḥʔap quuquuʔaca, 
ʔiiḥcamisqa ʔuuʔuukʷaʔatḥat. 

Help me to teach my language, because 
it’s important to speak one’s own 
language. 

3. čuu. Amen. 

2.6. ƛayaḥuʔaałya̓k • Welcome (C)6 

1. ƛayaḥuʔaałs siiw̓a. Welcome, I am happy to see you all. 

2. ʔuusčǎks ̌̓ iƛʔicuuš hinatšiƛ. Thank you all for coming. 

3. ƛ̓eekoo ƛ̓eekoo. Thank you. 

2.7. hišimyiłʔaƛeʔicuu • Welcome (WB)7 

1. ʔuusy̌a̓ksǐƛeʔicuu ƛawiičiƛ hišimyił. Thank you all for coming together. 

2. ʔuuḥtakšiiḥʔaqƛin qʷaaʔaqƛin 
čačimḥiquu quuquuʔaca. 

We will learn and practise how to speak 
our language properly. 

3. ƛ̓eekoo. Thank you. 

2.8. qʷaaʔapʔaqƛin • Opening (WB)8 

1. hišukʔaqƛin ʔuuḥtakšiiḥ. 
ʔiisaaksta̓łʔaqƛin. naʔaataḥsta̓łʔič. 

We are all here to learn. We will respect 
each other. Listen to each other. 

2. wiki̓ic ̌w̓aaʔak. hišukʷin ʔiiḥmis. Don’t be shy. We are all important. 

3. ʔunaakquuk ḥaaḥuupaya̓k, 
ḥaaḥuupaʔin. hupiimiḥsatquuk, wik̓ii 
w̓aaʔak—hupiiʔis!—waa. 

If you have any teachings, share them 
with us. If you need help, don’t be shy to 
say, “Help me!” 

                                                 
5 Prayer: 20150120 by Hilda Nookemis and Gerri Thomas. 
6 Welcome: 20150120 by Hilda Nookemis and Gerri Thomas. 
7 Welcome: 20150121 by Marj Touchie. 
8 Opening: 20150121 by Marj Touchie. 



supplement  all dialects 

2017/10/21  12:45:24 PM 4 

2.9. ʔaaneʔis ciciqinkya̓k • Short prayer (EB)9 

1. ƛakišiʔič čaani, łaakšiƛ. Please stand for a moment. 

2. čuu ḥaw̓ił hinaayiłʔatḥ, n̓aacsaaƛeʔic 
ʔaḥ qʷeʔiłqin ƛaḥ ʔuyi. hupiiʔin 
ʔuuʔuukʷaʔatḥa, ʔiiḥcamisqa qʷaaʔapqin. 

Well Creator, you see how we’re gathered 
here now. Help us to speak our language, 
because what we’re doing is important. 

3. niiw̓aasʔamiteʔic ciqya̓k. You made this language ours. 

4. ʔaḥʔaa waamin suw̓a łałak̓ʷin ḥaw̓ił 
hinaayiłʔatḥ. čuu, ƛ̓eekoo ƛ̓eekoo. 

We ask this of you, Creator. Amen, thank 
you, thank you. 

5. ti̓qʷaasiʔaƛic ̌̓ . Sit down now. 

2.10. ƛayaḥuʔał • SD70 opening (EB)10 

1. naʔaataḥʔaƛic ̌̓ . ʔiiḥcamiseʔicuu. 
ʔiiḥcamisukʷin qʷaaʔapqin. 

Listen up. You are all important. What 
we’re doing is important. 

2. ʔutwiiʔap̓in nuucǎan̓ułʔatḥiicʔi ciqya̓k. 
čuuč. 

Let’s put the Nuuchahnulth language 
first. That’s all. 

2.11. quuquuʔaceʔin • Opening for Thursday Nuuchahnulth (EB)11 

1. ƛayaḥuʔał waamaaḥ siiw̓a, ʔanisuu 
ƛaweʔi huuḥtaksǐiḥw̓ita̓s. 

I welcome you who have come to learn. 

2. ʕatiqšiƛaḥ ci̓sǎaʔatḥ ʔis ̌huupac ̌a̓sʔatḥ, 
ʔanin hiłʔap̓at nism̓aakʔiʔał. ʕatiqšiƛsi 
ʔeʔiic ̌i̓mʔakqin, ʔani hašaḥʔap ciqya̓k. 
ʕatiqšiƛsiƛa siiw̓a ʔuʔumʔiqsu, 
n̓un̓uw̓iqsu, yaqiisuuƛaʔaała hiiłḥ 
qicuwiłukqin mamuuk, ʔuunuuƛ ʔanisuu 
ḥačatak ʔiicǎy̓̓ ap taatn̓̓ aakqin. 

I acknowledge the Teseshahts and 
Hupacasaths for having us on their land, 
our elders for preserving their language, 
and all you mothers, fathers, and you 
who work in our schools, because all of 
you are supporting our children. 

3. ʔiisaaksta̓łinʔaała, hupiicsta̓łinʔaała. 
čamułeʔicuu ʔaḥ maanukʷiƛ, wiksčiikšiƛ. 
qʷisʔaaqƛsuu ʕaci̓ksǐƛ quuquuʔaca. 

We respect each other. We help each 
other. You can try and make mistakes 
here. That’s how you learn to speak. 

4. čuuč, quuquuʔaceʔin. Okay, let’s speak Nuuchahnulth. 

                                                 
9 Short prayer: adapted 20150915 by Adam Werle from Learning prayer 20131019 by Benson Nookemis. 
10 SD70 opening: 2017 September by Adam Werle. 
11 Opening for Thursday Nuuchahnulth: 2017 October by Adam Werle. 
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2. Nuuchahnulth 1 mood endings 

These charts are a reference to mood endings introduced in the first-year adult lessons. 
Abbreviations: AT (Ahousaht-Tlaoquiaht), B (Barkley Sound), C (Central), IN 
(Ehattesaht-Nuchatlaht), H (Hesquiaht), MM (Mowachaht-Muchalaht), T (Northern), 
and Q (Kyuquot-Checleseht). Forms with an asterisk (*) are rejected by some speakers. 

 real mood strong mood 

 B  C  T  Q 

I –(m)aˑḥ  –siˑš, –s  –siˑš, –s  –siˑš, –s 
you –(m)eˑʔic  –ʔiˑck  –ʔiˑc  –ʔiˑc 
he, she, it –maˑ  –ʔiˑš  –ʔiˑš  –ʔiˑš 
we –(m)in  –niˑš  –niˑš  –niˑš 
you all –(m)eˑʔicuː  –ʔiˑcuːš  –ʔiˑcuːš  –ʔiˑcuːš 
they –maˑʔał  –ʔiˑšʔał  –ʔiˑšʔał  –ʔiˑtaʔłš 

 weak mood 

 B  C, MM  IN  Q 

I –(y)iːs  –(y)iːs  –(y)iˑs  –(y)iːs 
you –(y)iːk  –(y)iːk  –(y)iˑk  –(y)iːk 
he, she, it –(y)iː  –(y)iː  –(y)iˑ  –(y)iː 
we –(y)in  –(y)in  –(y)in  –(y)in 
you all –(y)iːsuː  –(y)iːsuː  –(y)iˑsuː  –(y)iːsuː 
they –(y)iːʔał  –(y)iːʔał  –(y)iˑʔał  –(y)eːł 

 question mood 

 B  C  T  Q 

I –ḥaˑs  –ḥs  –ḥs  –ḥaˑs 
you –ḥaˑk  –k  –k  –ḥaˑk, –k 
he, she, it –ḥaˑ  –ḥ  –ḥ  –ḥaˑ 
we –ḥin  –ḥin  –ḥin  –ḥin 
you all –ḥaˑsuː  –ḥsuː  –ḥsuː  –ḥaˑsuː 
they –ḥaˑʔał  –ḥʔał  –ḥʔał  –ḥaˑʔł 

 command mood 

 ∅ me us  them (B, C, T)  them (Q) 

you –!iˑ –!iˑs –!in  –!iˑʔał  –!aˑʔł 
you all –!iˑč –!iˑčas* –!iˑčin*  –!iˑčʔał  –!iˑčaʔł 
let’s –!in — —  –!inʔał  –!inł 
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 definite mood 

 B  AT  H, T  Q 

I –qaˑs  –qs  –qs  –qaˑs 
you –ʔiˑtqak  –ʔiˑtk  –ʔiˑk  –ʔiˑtk 
he, she, it –ʔiˑtq  –ʔiˑtq  –ʔiˑq  –ʔiˑtq 
we –qin  –qin  –qin  –qin 
you all –ʔiˑtqsuː  –ʔiˑtqsuː  –ʔiˑqsuː  –ʔiˑtqsuː 
they –ʔiˑtqʔał  –ʔiˑtqʔał  –ʔiˑqʔał  –ʔiˑtqaʔł 

 unknown mood neutral mood 

 B, C  B  AT  H 

I –(w)uːsis  –siˑ  –saˑ  –siˑ 
you –(w)uːsik  –suˑk  –suːk  –suːk 
he, she, it –(w)uːsi  –∅  –∅  –∅ 
we –(w)uːsin  –niˑ  –naˑ  –niˑ 
you all –(w)uːsisuː  –suː  –suː  –suː 
they –(w)uːsiʔał  –ʔał  –ʔał  –ʔał 

3. A sentence structure model 

This is the predicate-participant model of Nuuchahnulth sentence structure. It shows that 
a complete sentence includes a predicate and mood. For more, see L9 Sentences. 

 sentence 
 predicate –mood (participants) 

4. A word structure model 

This is the four-slot model of Nuuchahnulth word structure. It shows some of the most 
important parts of the word, and their relative order. For more, see L11 Thanks. 

 word 
 slot 1 slot 2 slot 3 slot 4 
 –tense 
 

root –aspect 
future –!aƛ past 

–mood 

 


