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1. Overview

This supplement to Language Circle Lessons for Nuuchahnulth 1 contains additional
materials for teachers and learners. The prayers and openings can be used to begin
classes and other gatherings. The sections on mood endings, sentence structure, and
word structure review information that is presented throughout the first-year adult
lessons, which some learners will want to be able to refer to quickly.

This supplement includes information on all dialects. For more information on
grammatical topics, see the Nuuchahnulth Language Circle grammar reference.

2. Local prayers and openings

These prayers and opening statements were prepared by local elders and language
teachers to use in their classes. Please feel free to use them in your own circles.

2.1. ciciginkyik * Prayer (QC)’

1. haalap hawaat, Aaakoo ?in ?uyiiyiik O Creator, thank you for giving the day.

faas?ii. Xaakoo ?in tiiéapiik nuuhit. Thank you for our lives.

2. taaksi?¢in hupii k¥a¢?iiq¢k. taak$i?¢in  Please help us to do right. Please give us
hu?aay cicigkqin. back our language.

3. Aaakoo waanii$ suutit. ¢uu. We say thank you. Amen.

" (CC BY) 2015-2017 Quuquuatsa Language Society. See quuquuatsa.ca and creativecommons.org. See
footnotes for information on individual contributors. Edited by Adam Werle.
! Prayer: 20111012 by Pat Nicolaye and Al Vincent. Revised 20150915.
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2.2. q¥aa?aAqin - How we are (QC)?

1. maaxtag$Aicuu$ ?ahkuu q“aa?iitgsuu  You have done a good thing, gathering

hiS§imyt. 2iihmisk"ni$ cicigkqin, yaqin together here. Our Kyuquot and
qaayuukth, ciiqAisith. 2ahkooAin Checleseht language is important, and we
hu?aca?pwits. are here to bring it back.

sewve

2. wikii¢im waa?ak. hiSukni$?int wikci¢A. Don’t be shy. We all make mistakes.

3. wikii¢im naawah ?a?aatuu. Don’t hesitate to ask. The only way to
huhtik§AmaSqAquuk, ?a?aatuucimc. learn is to ask.

4. 2uugmisk“agAni$ huuhtiksiih We will make learning our language fun.
ciigcigsas. ciigcigsashagAnis$ Aiix"aa. We will be laughing in our language.

2.3. ciciginkyak ¢ Classroom prayer (IN)?

1. Aeekoo haalapi haweel, ?2in Aa?uuéipik Thank you, Creator, for giving us another

nuuhit naas, ?in 2uuyatuk*intik day, and for watching over us while we
wavricingin. slept.

2. hiyaatuk¢ipin ma?as, maatmaas, Watch over all families, tribes, relatives,
?aayuushyums, 2uusyaaminh?i, those with problems, and the sick.
ta?itminh?i.

3. taaksi?in?at kutiic. taaksi?apin?at Always lead us in the right direction.
?a?apwa, ?uh?i$ 2uuhtaasa, unwiiih Always help us say the right things, and
?ayaakin ?iighii mamumes. to behave well, because we still have a

lot of work to do.

4. ¢uu. Amen.

2.4. maaxtaqsiA?icuus - Opening statement (IN)*

1. maaxtagSiA?icuus ?ah q“aa?iigsuu Thank you all for coming together here.
hiSumyiA.

2. hisukwitasni$ huuhtiksiih. We are all going to learn. We respect
?iisaakstainis?al. hupiictalnis?al. hisukni§ each other. We help each other. We are
?iihmis. all important.

3. ?unaakquk haahuupaéak, If you have teachings, then teach us. If
haahuupa?in. hupiimahsatquk, wikii you need help, don’t be shy to say, “Help
waa?ak waa—hupii?is. me.”

2 How we are: 20150916 by Tess Smith, Al Vincent, and Adam Werle. Revised 20150923.
3 Classroom prayer: 20120306 by Fidelia Haiyupis. Revised 20150827.
* Opening statement: 20130920 by Fidelia Haiyupis. Revised 20150827.
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2.5. ciciqinkyak ¢ Prayer (C)°

1. haalapi hawil, Aeekoo waamahsanis
na?aatahsuk niihit.

2. hupii?is huuhtaksiih?ap quuquu?aca,
?iihcamisqa ?uu?uuk“a?athat.

3. ¢uu.
2.6. Aayahu?aatyak « Welcome (C)°

1. Aayahu?aals siiwa.
2. 2uuséaksir?icuus hinat$iA.

3. Xeekoo Aeekoo.

2.7. hiSimyil?aAe?icuu - Welcome (WB)’

1. 2uusyaksiie?icuu Aawii¢iA hiSimyil.
2. ?uuhtaksiih?agAin q“¥aa?agqAin
¢a¢imhiquu quuquu?aca.

3. Aeekoo.

2.8. q“aa?ap?aqA.in * Opening (WB)?®
1. hisuk?agAin ?uuhtaksiih.
?iisaakstal?aqAin. na?aatahstal?ic.

2. wikii¢ waa?ak. hiuk*in ?iihmis.

3. 2unaakquuk haahuupayak,

haahuupa?in. hupiimihsatquuk, wikii
waa?ak—hupii?is!—waa.

all dialects

Creator, we want to say thank you for
listening to us.

Help me to teach my language, because
it’s important to speak one’s own
language.

Amen.

Welcome, I am happy to see you all.
Thank you all for coming.

Thank you.

Thank you all for coming together.

We will learn and practise how to speak
our language properly.

Thank you.

We are all here to learn. We will respect
each other. Listen to each other.

Don’t be shy. We are all important.

If you have any teachings, share them
with us. If you need help, don’t be shy to
say, “Help me!”

® Prayer: 20150120 by Hilda Nookemis and Gerri Thomas.
® Welcome: 20150120 by Hilda Nookemis and Gerri Thomas.

7 Welcome: 20150121 by Marj Touchie.
8 Opening: 20150121 by Marj Touchie.
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2.9. 2aane?is ciciqinkyak * Short prayer (EB)°

1. AakiSi?i¢ ¢aani, taaksSiA.
2. ¢uu hawil hinaayit?ath, naacsaaAe?ic
?ah q"e?ilqin Aah ?uyi. hupii?in

?2uu?uuk“a?atha, riihcamisqa q“aa?apqin.

3. niiwaas?amite?ic cigyak.

4. 2ah?aa waamin suwa tatak"in hawit
hinaayit?ath. ¢uu, Aeekoo Aeekoo.

5. tiq¥aasi?aAic.
2.10. Aayahu?al - SD70 opening (EB)"°

1. na?aatah?aXi¢. 2iihcamise?icuu.
?iihcamisuk"in q“aa?apqin.

2. ?utwii?apin nuucaanut?athiic?i cigyak.
¢uuc.

Please stand for a moment.

Well Creator, you see how we’re gathered
here now. Help us to speak our language,
because what we’re doing is important.

You made this language ours.

We ask this of you, Creator. Amen, thank
you, thank you.

Sit down now.

Listen up. You are all important. What
we’re doing is important.

Let’s put the Nuuchahnulth language
first. That’s all.

2.11. quuquu?ace?in * Opening for Thursday Nuuchahnulth (EB)"

1. Aayahu?al waamaah siiwa, ?anisuu
Aawe?i huuhtaksiihwitas.

2. Satiq§iiah ¢iSaa?ath ?i$ huupadas?ath,
?anin hil?apat nismaak?i?at. fatigSiAsi
?e?ii¢im?akqin, 2ani hasah?ap cigyak.
fatigSiAsiAa siiwa ?u?um?igsu,
nunuwiqgsu, yaqgiisuuAa?aata hiith
gicuwitukgin mamuuk, uunuuX ?anisuu
hacatak ?iiéayap taathaakqin.

3. ?iisaakstatin?aala, hupiicstatin?aata.

q“is?aagAsuu faciksiA quuquu?aca.

4. ¢uud, quuquu?ace?in.

I welcome you who have come to learn.

I acknowledge the Teseshahts and
Hupacasaths for having us on their land,
our elders for preserving their language,
and all you mothers, fathers, and you
who work in our schools, because all of
you are supporting our children.

We respect each other. We help each
other. You can try and make mistakes
here. That’s how you learn to speak.

Okay, let’s speak Nuuchahnulth.

° Short prayer: adapted 20150915 by Adam Werle from Learning prayer 20131019 by Benson Nookemis.

19 SD70 opening: 2017 September by Adam Werle.

! Opening for Thursday Nuuchahnulth: 2017 October by Adam Werle.
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2. Nuuchahnulth 1 mood endings

all dialects

These charts are a reference to mood endings introduced in the first-year adult lessons.

Abbreviations: AT (Ahousaht-Tlaoquiaht),

B (Barkley Sound),

C (Central), IN

(Ehattesaht-Nuchatlaht), H (Hesquiaht), MM (Mowachaht-Muchalaht), T (Northern),
and Q (Kyuquot-Checleseht). Forms with an asterisk (*) are rejected by some speakers.

you

he, she, it
we

you all
they

I

you

he, she, it
we

you all
they

you
he, she, it
we

you all
they

you
you all
let’s
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real mood strong mood

B C T Q
—(m)ah —si'S, —s —si's, —s —si's, —s
—(m)er?ic —?ick —ic —tic
—ma- -2is —2i'8 -2i'$
—(m)in -ni's -ni's -ni's
—(m)e?icu: —?ircu:s —tircu:s —tircu:s
—ma-?al —2i-S?at —?i-S?at —?i'ta?ls
weak mood

B C, MM IN Q
—(y)izs —(y)izs —(y)is —(y)izs
—(y)ixk —(y)ixk -(Nik —(y)ik
—(y)i: —(y)i: —-(Nir -(Ni:
—(y)in —(y)in -(y)in —(y)in
—(y)issu: —(y)issu: —(y)isu: —(y)issu:
—(y)i:2at —(y)i:?at —(y)ir?at —(y)eit
question mood

B C T Q
-ha's ~hs —hs -ha's
-ha'k -k -k -ha'k, -k
~ha’ -h -h ~ha’
-hin -hin -hin -hin
—hasu: —hsu: —hsu: —ha'su:
-ha-?at —-h?at —-h?at —ha-?t
command mood

%) me us them (B, C, T) them (Q)
=lir =lits -lin —li-?al —la-?t
-li'¢ -lircas* -li-¢in* -li-¢ral —licat
-lin — — —lin?at —lint
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you

he, she, it
we

you all
they

I

you

he, she, it
we

you all
they

definite mood

all dialects

B AT H, T Q
—qa's —qgs —qs —qa's
—?i'tqak itk =2k —ritk
—-?itq —-?itq -?iq —?itq
—qin —qin —qin —qin
—?itqsu: —?i‘tqsu: —?i*qsu: —?itqsu:
—?i'tq?at —?itqrat —?iq?at —?i'tqa?t
unknown mood neutral mood

B, C B AT H
—(w)usis —sir —-sa’ —si-
—(w)ussik —su'k —su:k —su:k
—(w)u:si ) - -
—(w)usin -ni- -na- -ni’
—(w)uzsisu: —su: —su: —su:
—(w)u:sizat —2at —ral —ral

3. A sentence structure model

This is the predicate-participant model of Nuuchahnulth sentence structure. It shows that
a complete sentence includes a predicate and mood. For more, see L9 Sentences.

sentence

predicate ‘ —mood | (participants)

4. A word structure model

This is the four-slot model of Nuuchahnulth word structure. It shows some of the most
important parts of the word, and their relative order. For more, see L11 Thanks.

word
slot1| slot2 slot 3 slot 4
—tense
t |- L T —mood
roo AP Muture | —laA | past oo
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