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ʔuwii • Introduction 

In this lesson, you will practise language for a beach walk. We 
will learn to talk about some of the things we see at the beach—
what they’re called, whether they’re good to eat, and so on. 

You will also learn some important locative words. Locatives refer 
to locations, such as indoors, outdoors, in the sky, in a box, on a 
shelf, or on the body. The Nuuchahnulth words for ‘beach’ and 
‘go to the beach’ are locatives, and behave in some unexpected 
ways from an English point of view. 
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The following locative words have to do with locations in or near 
where Westcoast people build their houses. 

• wałyuu, wałyaqił.......... at home 
• wałšiƛ .......................... go home 
• mačiił ........................... indoors 
• mačinƛ......................... go indoors 
• hitaas ........................... outdoors 
• hineeʔas ....................... go outdoors 
• hitinqis ......................... at the beach 
• hitinqsaƛ...................... go to the beach 
• hitaaqƛ̓as ..................... in the forest 
• hitaaqƛ̓iƛ ..................... go into the forest 
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Practise talking about where people are.  

• wałyuu, wałyaqił.......... at home 
• mačiił ........................... indoors 
• hitaas ........................... outdoors 
• hitinqis ......................... at the beach 
• hitaaqƛ̓as ..................... in the forest 

1A. waasiḥa ___. .................. Where is ___? 
1B. ___-maˑ. ......................... He, she is ___. 
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Talk about whether to go for a walk on the beach or in the forest. 
See the next page for word-building practice. 

• hitinqsaƛ...................... go to the beach 
• hitaaqƛ̓iƛ ..................... go into the forest 

2A. yaacpanac ̌i̓n. ............... Let’s take a walk. 
2A. waascačiƛʔaaqƛḥin...... Where shall we go? 
2A. waascačiƛmiḥsaḥak. .... Where do you want to go? 
2A. ___–miḥsa–ḥaˑk.............. Do you want to ___? 
2B. ___–!in. .......................... Let’s ___. 
2B. ___–miḥsa–(m)aˑḥ.......... I want to ___. 
 



Family lessons L9 West Barkley Sound 

2022/3/10  18:00 6 

Build words for ‘Let’s ___’ and ‘I want to ___’. 

• hitinqsaƛ, hitinqseʔin, hitinqsaƛmiḥsamaḥ 
• hitaaqƛ̓iƛ, hitaaqƛ̓iʔin, hitaaqƛ̓iƛmiḥsamaḥ 



Family lessons L9 West Barkley Sound 

2022/3/10  18:00 7 

Talk about conditions at the beach. See the next page for word-
building practice. 

• muułuk......................... high tide 
• mułaa, muułšiƛ ............ rising tide 
• ḥaayi̓, ḥaayi̓is ............... low tide 
• ḥaaya̓wiƛ ..................... tide going down 

3A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa hitinqis.... How’s the beach now? 
3A. ʔaaqinʔap̓aƛḥa hitinqis.What’s the beach doing now? 
3B. ___–!aƛ–maˑ................... It’s ___ now. 
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Build words for ‘It’s ___ now’. 

• muułuk, muułuk̫̓ aƛ, muułuk̫̓ aƛma 
• mułaa, mułaaʔaƛ, mułaaʔaƛma 
• muułšiƛ, muułšiʔaƛ, muułšiʔaƛma 
• ḥaayi̓, ḥaaya̓aƛ, ḥaaya̓aƛma 
• ḥaayi̓is, ḥaayi̓isʔaƛ, ḥaayi̓isʔaƛma 
• ḥaaya̓wiƛ, ḥaaya̓wiʔaƛ, ḥaaya̓wiʔaƛma 
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Talk about what you see at the beach. 

• n̓aacsa .......................... seeing it 
• cǎn̓̓ ii ............................. not seeing it 
• ʕupximc........................ sand 
• tup̓ał............................. ocean 
• qʷinii............................ seagull 
• ke̓eʔin........................... crow 

4A. n̓aacsaḥak ___................ Do you see ___? 
4A. haaʔa, n̓aacsamaḥ ___. .. Yes, I see ___. 
4A. cǎn̓iimaḥ ̓ ___.................. I don’t see ___. 
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Talk about what you see, or are examining. 

• m̓uksyi̓ ......................... rock 
• kaxn̓̓ ii ........................... driftwood 
• ƛac ̌̓ kʷin ........................ small water snail 
• ʕakʷaapiiḥ.................... blue bead 

5A. ʔaaqičiłḥak n̓aacsa. ...... What do you see? 
5A. ʔaaqičiłḥak yaaʔał........ What are you watching? 
5A. ʔaaqin̓ak̓uuḥḥak........... What are you looking at closely? 
5B. ___ n̓aacsamaḥ............... I see ___. 
5B. ___ yaaʔałaḥ. ................. I’m watching ___. 
5B. ___ ʔuun̓ak̓uuḥaḥ........... I’m looking closely at ___. 
5B. ʔuukʷiłaḥ ___ yaaʔał...... I’m watching ___. 
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Talk about what things are called. 

• ƛuc ̌̓ i̓mckʷi .................... mussel shell 
• ƛac ̌̓ kʷin ........................ small water snail 
• ki̓nłimc ......................... sea anemone 
• ca̓ayi̓mc........................ eelgrass 
• ḥiix............................... various small sea urchins 
• p̓aʕim ........................... big red chiton 

6A. ʔaqaqḥa........................ What is it? 
6A. ʔaqičłaḥa. ..................... What is it called? 
6B. ___–maˑ.......................... It’s ___. 
6B. ___ ʔukłaama. ................ It’s called ___. 
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Talk about whether things are good to eat. 

7A. čamasḥa ___............................... Is ___ delicious? 
7A. ƛułḥaa haʔum ___. .................... Is ___ good food? 
7A. ʔuʔumḥatḥa ʔuʔiisʔat ___. ......... Can one eat ___? 
7B. haaʔa, čamasma. ...................... Yes, it’s delicious. 
7B. haaʔa, ƛułmaa haʔum.............. Yes, it’s good food. 
7B. haaʔa, ʔuʔumḥatma ʔuʔiisʔat. . Yes, one can eat it. 
7B. wimasma.................................. It’s yucky. 
7B. wikmaa ƛuł haʔum. ................. It isn’t good food. 
7B. wim̓aaqƛ̓atma ʔuʔiisʔat. .......... One can’t eat it. 
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Here is a list of some things that we see at the beach. 

• tup̓ał............................. ocean 
• ʕupximc........................ sand 
• m̓uksyi̓ ......................... rock 
• kaxn̓̓ ii ........................... driftwood 
• ƛuc ̌̓ i̓m........................... big mussel 
• kuc ̓̓ im ........................... small mussel 
• ʕamiiq .......................... horse clam 
• ḥičin ............................. littleneck clam 
• huupisi ......................... cockle clam 
• ye̓ʔisi ............................ butter clam 
• ʕapsyi̓n ......................... abalone 
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• ƛuxƛ̣ux̣̓ ̓ ......................... oyster 
• kaayisǩ̓ i̓n ...................... seashell 
• ḥiixʷa ........................... dentalia 
• hišcuqʷati..................... abalone shell 
• kinaaḥckʷi.................... clam shell 
• ʕamiiqckʷi.................... horse clam shell 
• ƛuc ̌̓ i̓mckʷi .................... mussel shell 
• tiiłuup .......................... octopus 
• ʕiičnuu ......................... bullhead 
• hasaamac ..................... crab 
• qasqiip.......................... sea star 
• ki̓nłimc ......................... sea anemone 
• tuc ̓̓ up ............................ big red sea urchin 
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• ḥiix............................... various small sea urchins 
• nuusčii.......................... small green sea urchin 
• ḥaayi̓sťup ..................... small black chiton 
• p̓aʕim ........................... big red chiton 
• teeʔinwa....................... sea cucumber 
• ce̓ʔinwa ........................ gooseneck barnacles 
• ƛaan̓uł.......................... barnacles 
• humum......................... moon snail 
• ƛac ̌̓ kʷin ........................ small water snail 
• k̫̓ inyi̓mc ...................... washed-up seaweed (all species) 
• ca̓ayi̓mc........................ eelgrass 
• ʕumimc ........................ edible seaweed 
• huḥca̓pt ........................ rockweed 
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• husmin ......................... bull kelp 
• suqmapt ....................... giant kelp 
• qʷinii............................ seagull 
• ke̓eʔin........................... crow 
• ci̓in̓uu ........................... sandpiper 
• tuxcuup ........................ sand fleas 
• n̓uc ̌a̓k ........................... birds’ egg 
• siiḥm̓uu ........................ herring eggs 
• ʕakʷaapiiḥ.................... blue bead 
• ƛ̓iƛisw̓̓ in....................... white-centred bead 


