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ʔuwii • Introduction 

We will learn to exchange polite comments about the weather, 
including questions and negative statements. 

In the advanced section, we will learn to quantify the weather as 
‘very’ versus ‘a little bit’, to use the ending –!aƛ, and to use 
weather words in the complete aspect. 
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If you learn only one conversation about the weather, let it be 
this one. It’s friendly when you greet someone to say something 
about the weather, and to politely agree. 

1A. ʔuuʔuuqukma..................... It’s a nice day. 
1A. wiiwiiqukma. ..................... It’s a dreary day. 
1B. ʔaanima ʔuuʔuuquk. .......... It sure is nice. 
1B. ʔaanima wiiwiiquk............. It sure is dreary. 
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There is no Nuuchahnulth word for ‘weather’. Instead, we talk 
about how the day is, or the outdoors, or a place. Practise asking 
about the weather, describing it, and agreeing politely. 

• ƛ̓upaa................................. hot weather 
• m̓ałaa ................................. cold weather 
• muułuk............................... high tide 
• ḥaayi̓ .................................. low tide 

2A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa kaƛḥak.......... How’s the day? 
2A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa hitaas. ........... How is it outdoors? 
2A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa hitinqis.......... How’s the beach? 
2B. ___–maˑ................................ It’s ___. 
2A. ʔaanima ___. ........................ It sure is ___. 
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‣ Note. In most dialects, both hot weather and sunny weather 
are described as ƛ̓upaa. Only in Kyuquot-Checleseht, sunny 
weather is described as ƛup̓̓ in. 

∞ Exercise. Practise using conversation 2 to talk about the 
weather. Don’t go on until you can perform it without 
reading. 
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Here are some more kinds of weather. Practise saying each word 
alone, then plus –maˑ. Then use them in conversation 2. 

• ʔuuqumḥi ........................... calm weather 
• wiiqsii ................................ stormy weather 
• ƛ̓upaa................................. hot weather 
• m̓ałaa ................................. cold weather 
• n̓aasʕaak............................. clear, not raining 
• m̓iƛaa................................. raining 
• k̫̓ isaa ................................. snowing 
• łiw̓aḥak .............................. cloudy 
• ʔučqak................................ foggy 
• yuʔi .................................... windy 
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The ending –!aƛ means that things are different from before. 
Build these words. Then talk about how the weather is now. 

• ƛ̓upaa, ƛ̓upaaʔaƛ, ƛ̓upaaʔaƛma 
• wiiqsii, wiiqsiiʔaƛ, wiiqsiiʔaƛma 
• ʔuuqumḥi, ʔuuqumḥaƛ, ʔuuqumḥaƛma 
• łiw̓aḥak, łiw̓aḥak̓aƛ, łiw̓aḥak̓aƛma 
• ʔuuʔuuquk, ʔuuʔuuquk̓ʷaƛ, ʔuuʔuuquk̫̓ aƛma 
• muułuk, muułuk̫̓ aƛ, muułuk̫̓ aƛma 
• ḥaayi̓, ḥaaya̓aƛ, ḥaaya̓aƛma 

3A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa kaƛḥak.......... How’s the day now? 
3B. ___–!aƛ–maˑ......................... It’s ___ now. 
3A. ʔaanaaƛma ___. ................... It sure is ___ now. 
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To say ‘a little bit’, use –cki̓n. This ending comes before –!aƛ. 
Build these words. Then talk about how the weather is now. 

• ƛ̓upaa, ƛ̓upaacki̓n, ƛ̓upaacki̓nʔaƛ 
• m̓ałaa, m̓ałaack̓in, m̓ałaack̓inʔaƛ 
• łiw̓aḥak, łiw̓aḥakcki̓n, łiw̓aḥakck̓inʔaƛ 
• k̫̓ isaa, k̫̓ isaacki̓n, k̫̓ isaacki̓nʔaƛ 
• yuʔi, yuʔicki̓n, yuʔicki̓nʔaƛ 
• wiiqsii, wiiqsiick̓in, wiiqsiick̓inʔaƛ 
• ʔučqak, ʔučqakcki̓n, ʔučqakcki̓nʔaƛ 

4A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa kaƛḥak.......... How’s the day now? 
4B. ___–cki̓n–!aƛ–maˑ. ............... It’s a little ___ now. 
4A. ʔaanaaƛma ___–cki̓n. .......... It sure is a little ___ now. 
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To say ‘very’, we usually use the ending SS–(q)aq. 

• ƛ̓upaa, ƛ̓upaqaq, ƛ̓upaqaʕaƛ 
• m̓ałaa, m̓ałaqaq, m̓ałaqaʕaƛ 
• m̓iƛaa, m̓iƛaqaq, m̓iƛaqaʕaƛ 
• yuʔi, yuʔiqaq, yuʔiqaʕaƛ 
• wiiqsii, wiqsiqaq, wiqsiqaʕaƛ 
• ʔučqak, ʔučqakʷaq, ʔučqakʷaʕaƛ 
• muułuk, mułukʷaq, mułukʷaʕaƛ 
• ḥaayi̓, ḥayi̓qaq, ḥayi̓qaʕaƛ 

5A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa kaƛḥak.......... How’s the day? 
5B. ___–(q)aq–!aƛ–maˑ. ............. It’s very ___ now. 
5A. ʔaanaaƛma ___–(q)aq.......... It sure is very ___ now. 
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When the weather changes in a short time, we describe it using 
the complete aspect –šiƛ, –čiƛ, –kʷiƛ ‘become’, ‘start doing’. 

• ʔuuʔuuquk, ʔuuʔuuqukšiƛ, ʔuuʔuuqukšiʔaƛ 
• m̓iƛaa, m̓iƛšiƛ, m̓iƛšiʔaƛ 
• n̓aasʕaak, n̓aasʕačiƛ, n̓aasʕačiʔaƛ 
• ƛ̓upaa, ƛ̓upiičiƛ, ƛ̓upiičiʔaƛ 
• m̓ałaa, m̓ałiičiƛ, m̓ałiičiʔaƛ 
• yuʔi, yuukʷiƛ, yuukʷiʔaƛ 
• wiiqsii, wiiqsiičiƛ, wiiqsiičiʔaƛ 

6A. ʔaaqinʔaƛḥa kaƛḥak.......... How’s the day? 
6B. ___–šiƛ–!aƛ–maˑ. ................. It has become ___ now. 
6A. ʔaanaaƛma ___–šiƛ. ............ It sure has become ___ now. 
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Note. We can also use ʔiiḥ to mean ‘very’, but this is less common. 


