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naaʔuu • Eating together 
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ʔutwii • Introduction 

We will learn some things to say when we’re eating together. For 
example, ‘What do you need?’ ‘Pass the butter.’ 
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huuḥtakšiƛaya • Beginning 
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Practise calling people to the table. 

1A. haʔukw̓ita̓sniš! ................... We’re going to eat! 
1A. cǎmaasip̓̓ i. .......................... Set the table. 
1A. cǎmaasip̓ic ̌̓ . ........................ Set the table, you all. 
1A. c ̌a̓maasʔaƛukʔick haʔum. .. Your food is on the table. 
1A. c ̌a̓maasʔaƛukʔicuuš haʔum. Your all’s food is on the 
table. 
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Practise thanking the one who fed you. 

2A. haʔukšiʔaƛ̓i. ....................... Start eating. 
2A. haʔukšiʔaƛic ̌̓ . ..................... Start eating, you all. 
2B. ʔuusčǎks ̌̓ iƛʔick haʔuk̫̓ ap siičił. Thank you for feeding me. 
2B. ʔuusčǎks ̌̓ iƛʔicuuš haʔuk̫̓ ap niiḥił. Thank you for feeding us. 
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Practise passing things at the table. 

• tasałya̓k.............................. butter, spread 
• soont, toont........................ salt 
• papa ................................... pepper 

3A. ʔaʔaqisumk. ....................... What do you need? 
3B. ___ ʔuʔusumsiš. ................... I need ___. 
3B. kaaʔa ___. ............................ Give me ___. 
3B. wiwiksumsiš....................... I don’t need anything. 
3A. maa. ................................... Here you go. 
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Here are some other common foods. 

• ci̓sqmis ............................... meat 
• suuḥaa................................ spring salmon 
• miʕaat ................................ sockeye salmon 
• p̓uuʔi .................................. halibut 
• ƛapc ̌̓ a̓s................................ roasted salmon 
• simtčuu .............................. roasted dried fish 
• ʕapłckʷii............................. fish jerky 
• kʷaaƛkʷaač ........................ prawns 
• muwač................................ deer 
• ƛ̓uunum ............................. elk 
• taw̓̓ aqsti.............................. bird egg 
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• n̓ixtin.................................. fish eggs 
• k̫̓ aqmis.............................. herring eggs 
• muqcu̓u .............................. stink eggs 
• minkḥtin*........................... cheese, dairy products 
• maš..................................... porridge, oatmeal 
• qaawic................................ potato 
• naayis................................. rice 
• ƛ̓iƛiiḥan̓uuḥ̓ ....................... carrot 
• n̓in̓iixʷan̓uuḥ ...................... maize, corn 
• tanaps................................. turnip 
• łałayi̓ptk̓uk ......................... lettuce, salad 
• p̓ap̓aca̓qƛ ........................... yeast bread 
• sapnin ................................ bannock bread 
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• ciixčuu ............................... fry bread 
• hupkčuu ............................. dumpling 
• c ̌a̓ʔak .................................. water 
• kʷaapii ............................... coffee 
• tii........................................ tea 
• mink................................... milk 
• čamas ................................. fruit, sweets 
• cǎmaya̓qƛ........................... pie 
• čaamassit............................ juice, sodapop 
• ʔaapinissit .......................... apple juice 
• ʔooyinčassit........................ orange juice 
• čaayiniʔatḥiic haʔum ......... Chinese food 
• Mexican-ʔatḥiic haʔum ...... Mexican food 
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It is traditional to send leftovers home with people. 

4A. m̓aamutiisʔi........................ Take some leftover food. 
4B. ʔaḥkuuʔis ̌m̓aamutckʷi....... This is leftover food. 
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naanaʔiičiƛaya • Advanced 
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Practise offering water. 

• naqmiiḥa ............................ thirsty (for water) 
• naquuti............................... give it water 

5A. naqmiiḥak. ......................... Are you thirsty (for water)? 
5B. naqmiiḥas........................... I’m thirsty (for water). 
5B. naquutiʔis. ......................... Give me some water. 
5B. łaakšiʔis naquuti. ............... Please give me water. 
5B. wiks naqmiiḥa.................... I’m not thirsty. 
5A. maa. ................................... Here you go. 
5A. naquutiʔaqƛs suutił. .......... I’ll give you some water. 
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Practise offering a choice of beverages. 

• ʔuḥsaa ................................ craving (food, drink) 
• ʔaqiḥsa ............................... craving what 

6A. ʔaqiḥsak. ............................ What are you craving? 
6A. tiiḥsaak, kʷapiqḥsak. ......... Would you like tea or coffee? 
6A. ʔuḥsaak čaamassit, c ̌a̓ʔak... Would you like juice or water? 
6B. tiiḥsaas. .............................. I’d like tea. 
6B. ʔuḥsaas čaamassit. ............. I’d like juice, sodapop. 
6B. ___ ʔuʔiisʔap̓is. .................... Let me have ___. 
6A. maa. ................................... Here you go. 
6A. ci̓qsipcǐpʔaqƛs suutił.......... I’ll pour you some. 
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Practise offering more food or drink. 

7A. ƛayumḥsak ___. ................... Would you like more ___? 
7B. haa, ƛayumḥsas ___............. Yes, I’d like more ___. 
7B. haa, ƛayamiʔis ___. ............. Yes, give me more ___. 
7B. haa, ci̓qsipcǐp̓is................... Yes, pour me some. 
7B. haa, naquutiʔis................... Yes, give me some water. 
7B. wik, niswačiʔaƛs................ No, I’m full now. 
7A. maa. ................................... Here you go. 
7A. čuu. .................................... Okay. 
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Practise talking about food or drink over the phone or Zoom. 

8A. ʔaqiisk. ............................... What are you eating, drinking? 
8A. ʔaqiisk haʔuk. .................... What are you eating? 
8A. ʔaqiisk naqaa. .................... What are you drinking? 
8B. tiiʔiiss................................. I’m drinking tea. 
8B. ʕapłckʷii ʔuʔiiss. ................ I’m eating fish jerky. 
8B. ___ ʔuʔiiss. ........................... I’m eating, drinking ___. 
8B. ʔuʔiiss naayis ʔuḥʔiiš miʕaat. I’m eating rice with sockeye. 
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With some foods, we can make single words that mean eating or 
drinking that food. With other foods, we need two words. 

• tiiʔiisniš.............................. We’re drinking tea. 
• ʔuʔiisnis ̌c ̌a̓ʔak. .................. We’re drinking water. 

Practise building these words about eating and drinking. 

• maš, mašʔiis, mašʔiisniš 
• ƛ̓imcsit, ƛ̓imʔiis, ƛ̓imʔiisniš 
• qaawic, qaawici̓s, qaawici̓sniš 
• čamas, cǎmayi̓s, cǎmayi̓sniš 
• kʷaapii, kʷapiʕis, kʷapiʕisniš 
• sapnin, sapniʕis, sapniʕisniš 
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• naayis, naayiʕis, naayiʕisniš 
 


