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Language circle survival conversations for Kwak̓wala* 

1. Ne’nakw • Home 

1A. Dłax’widaga’!..........................................Get up! 
1B. La’̱maṉ dłax’witł. ....................................Okay, I’ll get up. 
2A. Ḵuxt̓ s̓udaga’! ...........................................Get dressed! 
2B. La’̱maṉ ḵuxt̓ s̓uda’.................................... I’m dressed now. 
3A. La’̱ma’̱ns ha’̱mx’itł! Ha’̱mx’idaga’. ...........We’re about to eat! Start eating. 
3B. G̱ilakas’la la’̱aḵus ha’̱mgila gaxa̱ṉ. ..........Thank you for feeding me. 
4A. ’Weł’ma’̱aṉ humułaxa̱ humaw̱aḻats̓i. .......Can I watch television? 
4B. Haga’ am̱ław̱a’̱ls’ma’wisdła.....................Go play outside for a while. 
5A. Mix’̱idaga’. ..............................................Go to sleep. 
5B. Ixla mix’̱ida............................................. Sleep well. 

2. I’axk̓ala • Greetings 

6A. Su’me’idła. .............................................. Is that you? 
6B. Nugwa’am̱............................................... It’s me. 
7A. Ix’mas. ....................................................Are you okay? 
7B. Ix’maṉ. ’Wiksta̓s. .................................... I’m okay. And how are you? 
8A. Ikuxw̱da nal̓ax.̱ ....................................... It’s a nice day. 
8B. Olaka̓l. .................................................... It sure is. 
9A. Iti̓da’am̱tłaṉ duxw̱’atłus. ......................... I’ll see you. 
9B. E, he’am̱tłaṉ’s g̱wix’itłi. ..........................Yes, that’s what we’ll do. 
10A. A̱’ikilala. .................................................Take care. 
10B. A̱’ikilala ugwaḵa. ....................................You take care too. 

3. Ḵ̓aku̱t̓ ł̓as • Classroom 

11A. ’Mats̓ałigada. ..........................................What’s this? 
11B. K̓i’saṉ ḵo̓tłaḻa. ......................................... I don’t know. 
12A. ’Nixla. ..................................................... Say it! 
12B. E, la’̱maṉ ’nixtł. ......................................Okay, I’ll say it. 
13A. ’Weł’ma’̱aṉ la laxa̱ laxḻagas.....................May I go to the washroom? 
13B. ’Weł’am̱s. Haga’. .....................................You may. Go ahead. 
14A. La’̱me’a’̱ns xus’itł. ................................... Shall we take a break? 
14B. Ḵa’̱ns xus’ide’. .........................................Let’s take a break. 
15A. La’̱me’a’̱ns g̱wała.....................................Are we finished? 
15B. La’̱ma’̱ns g̱wała. ......................................We’re finished. 
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4. Ḵ̓waḻsḵwa̱̓ l’yakw • Elders 

16A. ’Masi wałdam̱e’sa ___. ..............................How does one say ___? 
16B. ’Niksaw̱uxw̱sa ___. ...................................One says ___. 
17A. Idzaḵwala’s. ............................................ Say it again! 
17B. E, la’̱maṉ idzaḵwatł. ...............................Okay, I’ll say it again. 
18A. Awak̓alala............................................... Speak slowly. 
18B. E, la’̱maṉ awaka̓latł. ...............................Okay, I’ll speak slowly. 
19A. Naḵa̱’ma’̱aṉ wałda̱mi. .............................Am I saying it right? 
19B. Naḵa̱’mus wałdam̱us...............................You’re saying it right. 
20A. A’yusaḻa’masixa̱ṉ wałdam̱i. ....................Do you understand what I’m saying? 
20B. K̓i’saṉ a’yusaḻaxu̱s wałdam̱us.................. I don’t understand what you’re saying. 

5. Nudza̱s • Personal 

21A. A̱ngwaxtłas. ............................................What’s your name? 
21B. ___(x)tłaṉ. ................................................My name is ___. 
22A. A̱ngwas. ..................................................Who are you? 
22B. ___aṉ. .......................................................My tribe is ___. 
 He’maṉ aḇam̱pi ___. .................................My mother is ___. 
 He’maṉ umpi ___. ....................................My father is ___. 
23A. G̱wix’ida’̱as’ma’̱aṉ ga’̱wala lotł. ..............How can I help you? 
23B. Wa’xḻa ga’̱wala gaxa̱ṉ. ............................Please help me. 
24A. G̱ilakas’la. ...............................................Thank you. 
24B. Ikus wałda̱mus........................................Well said. 
25A. Łaxwaḻanuxw’mas gax̱aṉ. .......................Do you love me? 
25B. Łaxwaḻanuxw’maṉtłus. ........................... I love you. 

6. Bagwaṉs • Visiting 

26A. Yo! Kwa̱̓ ’eł’mas. ......................................Are you home? 
26B. Kwa̱̓ ʔeł’maṉ. Laʔ̱ełlaga’........................... I’m home. Come in. 
27A. Didagatła’̱ns............................................We’ll have tea. 
27B. O, ika. Wiga’ ḵap̱̓ida. ..............................Oh, great. Go ahead and pour it. 
28A. Ix’ax’masixa̱ łoḵ̓wimas diya’. ..................Do you like strong tea? 
28B. Ix’akaṉtłaxa̱ wetł̓imas diya’. ................... I prefer weak tea. 
29A. A̱xa̱ḻa’masixa̱ ixp̓amase’. .........................Do you use sugar? 
29B. T̓sola’saṉtłaxa̱ ma’łe’ ixp̓amas.................Give me two sugars. 
30A. Tsaḵala̱̓ ̓ mnuxw’mas.................................Do you have news? 
30B. Ikaṉ tsaḵala̱̓ ̓ m. ........................................ I have good news. 
 


