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Language circle survival conversations for Kwak̓wala* 

1. Nen̓akw • Home 

1A. Dlaxw̓idagaʔ!..........................................Get up! 
1B. Ləm̓ən dlaxw̓itł. ......................................Okay, I’ll get up. 
2A. Quxt̓ s̓udagaʔ!..........................................Get dressed! 
2B. Ləm̓ən q̓uxts̓udaʔ. ................................... I’m dressed now. 
3A. Ləm̓ən̓s həm̓xʔitł! Həm̓xʔidagaʔ. ............We’re about to eat! Start eating. 
3B. Jilakasla̓ ləʔaqus həm̓gila gacən. ............Thank you for feeding me. 
4A. W̓ełm̓əʔən humułaca huməwəlats̓i. ........Can I watch television? 
4B. Hagaʔ əmłəwəlsm̓aw̓̓ isdla.......................Go play outside for a while. 
5A. Micʔidagaʔ..............................................Go to sleep. 
5B. Ixla micʔida. ........................................... Sleep well. 

2. Iʔaxk̓ala • Greetings 

6A. Sum̓eʔidla. .............................................. Is that you? 
6B. Nugwaʔəm.............................................. It’s me. 
7A. Ixm̓as. .....................................................Are you okay? 
7B. Ixm̓ən. Wikst̓ a̓s. ...................................... I’m okay. And how are you? 
8A. Ikucwda nal̓ac......................................... It’s a nice day. 
8B. Olaka̓l. .................................................... It sure is. 
9A. Iti̓daʔəmtłən ducwʔatłus......................... I’ll see you. 
9B. E, heʔəmtłən̓s jwixʔitłi............................Yes, that’s what we’ll do. 
10A. Əʔikilala..................................................Take care. 
10B. Əʔikilala ugwaqa. ...................................You take care too. 

3. Q̓aq̓utł̓as • Classroom 

11A. Mat̓ s̓ałigada. ...........................................What’s this? 
11B. K̓iʔsən qo̓tłəla. ........................................ I don’t know. 
12A. N̓ixla. ...................................................... Say it! 
12B. E, ləm̓ən n̓ixtł. ........................................Okay, I’ll say it. 
13A. W̓ełm̓əʔən la laca laclagas. .....................May I go to the washroom? 
13B. W̓ełʔəms. Hagaʔ. ....................................You may. Go ahead. 
14A. Ləm̓eʔən̓s xusʔitł..................................... Shall we take a break? 
14B. Qən̓s xusʔideʔ. ........................................Let’s take a break. 
15A. Ləm̓eʔən̓s jwała. .....................................Are we finished? 
15B. Ləm̓ən̓s jwała. .........................................We’re finished. 
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4. Q̓wəlsq̓wəlya̓kw • Elders 

16A. M̓asi wałdəmeʔsa ___. ..............................How does one say ___? 
16B. N̓iksəwucwsa ___. ....................................One says ___. 
17A. Idzaqwalaʔs. ........................................... Say it again! 
17B. E, ləm̓ən idzaqwatł. ................................Okay, I’ll say it again. 
18A. Awak̓alala............................................... Speak slowly. 
18B. E, ləm̓ən awak̓alatł. ................................Okay, I’ll speak slowly. 
19A. Nəqam̓əʔən wałdəmi. .............................Am I saying it right? 
19B. Nəqam̓us wałdəmus................................You’re saying it right. 
20A. Ayu̓səlam̓asicən wałdəmi........................Do you understand what I’m saying? 
20B. K̓iʔsən ayu̓səlacus wałdəmus. ................. I don’t understand what you’re saying. 

5. Nudzəs • Personal 

21A. Əngwaxtłas. ............................................What’s your name? 
21B. ___(x)tłən. ................................................My name is ___. 
22A. Əngwas. ..................................................Who are you? 
22B. ___ən. .......................................................My tribe is ___. 
 Hem̓ən əbəmpi ___. ..................................My mother is ___. 
 Hem̓ən umpi ___. .....................................My father is ___. 
23A. Jwixʔidəʔasm̓əʔən gəw̓ala lotł................How can I help you? 
23B. Waʔcla gəw̓ala gacən..............................Please help me. 
24A. Jilakasla̓..................................................Thank you. 
24B. Ikus wałdəmus. .......................................Well said. 
25A. Łaxwəlanuxwm̓as gacən. ........................Do you love me? 
25B. Łaxwəlanuxwm̓əntłus. ............................ I love you. 

6. Bagwəns • Visiting 

26A. Yo! K̓wəʔełm̓as. ......................................Are you home? 
26B. K̓wəʔełm̓ən. Ləʔełlagaʔ. .......................... I’m home. Come in. 
27A. Didagatłən̓s.............................................We’ll have tea. 
27B. O, ika. Wigaʔ qəp̓ida. .............................Oh, great. Go ahead and pour it. 
28A. Ixʔaxm̓asica łoqw̓imas diyaʔ...................Do you like strong tea? 
28B. Ixʔakəntłaca wetł̓imas diyaʔ. .................. I prefer weak tea. 
29A. Əcəlam̓asica ixp̓amaseʔ. .........................Do you use sugar? 
29B. T̓solaʔsəntłaca maʔłeʔ ixp̓amas. .............Give me two sugars. 
30A. T̓səka̓ləmnuxwm̓as..................................Do you have news? 
30B. Ikən ts̓ək̓aləm.......................................... I have good news. 
 


